The Movies, the Magic and Me

by JoAnna Ramsey

I was 14-years-old when | watched my first silent film. I was planted firmly in front of
the television with my dad watching Harold Lloyd’s Safety Last! when suddenly there was Lloyd
hanging onto a gigantic clock on the side of a skyscraper. | laughed harder than I had ever
laughed before and then, when I had finished laughing, | began to wonder about how the movies
was made and how successful it was when it premiered. It was at this point that | had an
epiphany: | loved movies. I really, truly loved movies! This realization was not entirely
unexpected. I’m fairly certain that this love of movies is genetic in some way. My father is also a
huge movie buff and it is mostly because of him that our film collection is as big as it is. It is
because of my father that | have been surrounded by films since | was born, but it wasn’t until |
saw Safety Last! that | began to realize just how much there was to learn about films. It wasn’t
until I saw this silent film that I really fell, head over heels, in love with movies.

Once | discovered my love of movies it was as if the floodgates had opened. | began
watching every movie we had and, after a while, | found that | wanted to know more about the
stars themselves and about the movie industry. | started to read my dad’s books and going to the
library almost every week to check out those he didn’t have. Soon after | began going to the
library I found that there were too many books | wanted that the library did not own. | began to
go online to buy books and for a while it worked, but it didn’t take too long for me to discover
that | simply couldn’t afford to buy all of the books | wanted to read. Luckily, there was another
option, and it was this option that really gave me the opportunity to build my book collection.

My mother had noticed my growing interest in books and recommended that we look at

The Baltimore Book Thing in the city. | had absolutely no idea what exactly she was talking



about at the time, but when | heard the words “free” and “books” | was hooked. Before | walked
into the small non-descript building I was skeptical of what | would find but by the time I left |
was in heaven. Right through the door was a full section reserved for books related to movies
and television. | found books on Lauren Bacall, George Burns, Katharine Hepburn, and a number
of others. The first time | visited The Book Thing I left with about 10 books in my arms. |
devoured them all.

I continued to order books online but when I couldn’t find a certain book, or if | thought
it was too expensive, | would add it to my growing mental list of what to look for at bookstores
or at The Book Thing. At one point I lost track of the books | owned and realized that | had three
of the same Katharine Hepburn book. As my collection of books increased so did my knowledge
of film history.

The more books | read and movies | watched, the more | learned about the film industry
and its history. The books I read were forging a bridge between the history of film and the films
themselves. | found myself beginning to make connections between a certain period in history
and a particular film, or between the changing technologies and their effect on actors in films. |
watched Greta Garbo’s Queen Christina and learned enough about both Greta Garbo and her
screen partner John Gilbert in other autobiographies to learn that although it also starred John
Gilbert, and was designed to help boost his career, his part was never advertised and in the end it
did nothing to help his failing career. | learned words written by actors just how much the Great
Depression and the Red Scare really affected movies and the lives of people associated with the
industry. Through my books, | was learning not just about movies, but also about history and the
people who lived through it. I have learned so much through my collecting and I continue to

learn each time 1 pick up a book or watch a movie.



My collection started small and with 49 books, it is still not as big as | am sure it will
grow to be, but as it grows, I grow. | have found a language in which | am reaching proficiency
and at the same time | have also found something that I doubt I will ever lose interest in. Luckily
enough, there are always new books to read and movies to watch, just as there are always new
connections to make, new actors to discover, and thousands of stories to be told through the

magic of the movies.
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