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Please help 
yourself to a 

“secret identity” 
card!



TODAY

 The Challenges: 

 Reticent students, 

 Lack of class participation = lack of feedback for instructor

 Some Background info

 Demo Activity & Discussion

 Alternative tools/activities

 Q&A

 (Slides available through the web site address that is on your cards, and which we 
will be using today.)



CLASSROOM CHALLENGES

My Situation 
One-Shot Presentations

Challenge of getting to know the students

 Few opportunities to assess the success of the class.

Additional General Situations
Quiet students

 Fear of answering incorrectly

 Sensitive topics



CLICKERS & ANONYMITY

Peterson, Jeff. Classroom Technology. (CC BY 2.0)

 Student Response Systems 
(Clickers) have been in use 
for many years now.

 Require equipment and 
software.

 Students respond to 
multiple choice (and 
similar) questions.

 Allow students to respond 
anonymously.

https://flic.kr/p/8FwL8f
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


POLL EVERYWHERE

 Online Surveys, free accounts for educators.

 Students answer by sending text messages

 Responses can also be sent through a web page or twitter.



BENEFITS OF ANONYMITY

 “a means of increasing student engagement through providing a safe teaching 
environment that reduces the impact of self-consciousness and fear of negative 
evaluation on posting behaviour. However, before such a strategy is implemented 
procedures need to be put in place to ensure that allowing anonymous postings 
does not result in increased negative behavior.” (Roberts and Rajah-Kanagasabai, 
2013).

 “The greatest advantage of the clickers is their anonymity which encourages all 
students to attempt an answer thus allowing lecturers to receive honest, fast 
feedback on the level of student understanding giving them the opportunity to 
adjust content accordingly.” (Burke-da Silva, Wood & Menz, 2007)



EXAMPLE OF LIBRARY ACTIVITY:
EVALUATING THE QUALITY OF A WEB SITE

I don’t know much about flavorwire.  Gandalf, you 
might want to consider learning about this web site 
and whether you is confident that they will be a 
reliable source of information.



WHY USE A SECRET IDENTITY?

 Anonymity

 Fun / Silly

 Easier to remember that you were 
Yoda than that you were #14.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/43978903@N05/13863096624/in/photolist-aYDBfk-aYDB16-98kwDW-5k5Ubc-5kabDu-fH4NGn-a8sdgP-bFwS3a-7kenR8-7kenYT-987mL4-oKYSCg-bsL8pb-5wt7pQ-dmobkM-a8sdnB-n81614-n82ZDj-n81snH-n81u2r-n7ZX66-n81kJx-n819P8-n83bNU-9HWdkA-6Y9PX
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


DEMO ACTIVITY #1

Please go to the link found on the back of your 
alter-ego card.

http://libguides.frostburg.edu/alter-ego

http://libguides.frostburg.edu/alter-ego


BENEFITS OF THE ACTIVITY

 Anonymity 

 No fear of being wrong or embarrassed

 Encourages active engagement

 Learn from peers by seeing their answers

 Kickstart conversations 

 Ice breaker

 "Buffy the Vampire Slayer had an interesting response do this, does anybody else agree 
with her?...

 Students can refer to it later on.  



ASSESSMENT-RELATED BENEFITS

 Formative assessment 

 Respond to areas of uncertainty 

 Spend time in the areas where students need more help. 

 Assessment at end of classes 

 By the end of class, were the answers correct/appropriate? 



CHALLENGES

 Equipment

 Need computers (or at least mobile devices)

 Students refusing to participate or who “misbehave”

 Technology is great (when it works).

 Internet connections, web site problems, equipment problems are to be expected

 Have a back-up plan

 Confusion

 Keep it simple.

 Identity crisis

 Remind students that the character is just their secret identity, no different than being 
assigned a number.  



NEED TO IDENTIFY THE STUDENTS? 

This might be necessary for class participation, 
or if students need encouragement to 
participate.

They can remain anonymous during class (and to each 
other), but have them write their name on the back of 
the card and return it for credit. 



ALTERNATIVES

 No computer lab? 

 Consider mobile devices

 Students' devices? (can’t assume that they all have mobile devices, though)

 Surveys - Online Spreadsheets require an App, might overcomplicate. Consider a survey option 
instead.

 Homework assignments - share link and have students complete from home, computer 
lab.

 Online Tools, in addition to OneDrive

 GoogleDrive (Google Docs, Sheets, Slides)

 Padlet (online bulletin board)

 SketchFiddle (online whiteboard)

 Poll Everywhere
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TOOLS

 OneDrive - https://onedrive.live.com

 Google Drive - https://www.google.com/drive/ 

 Padlet - https://padlet.com/ 

 SketchFiddle - http://www.sketchfiddle.com/

 Poll Everywhere - http://www.polleverywhere.com/

 More: https://www.nwea.org/blog/2015/growing-list-50-digital-education-tools-
apps-formative-assessment-success/ 



QUESTIONS?

Contact me:

lahartman@frostburg.edu

301-687-4734

mailto:lahartman@frostburg.edu
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