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The following resources on the 1934 West Coast longshore, maritime and San Francisco general strikes are available for use on-site at the Labor Archives and Research Center (LARC), unless otherwise noted as being available from another library. LARC is open Monday-Friday, 1-5 pm and by appointment. This bibliography was updated September 2010.
Archival Collections

Bridges (Harry) Collection. His early leadership in the International Longshoremen’s Association (ILA) is documented by a handwritten draft of demands for longshore negotiations in 1934.
Brown (Archie) Collection, 1933-1978. Strike bulletins and flyers, and photocopied issues of the Waterfront Worker (Waterfront Worker is also available online at: http://depts.washington.edu/labpics2/repository/v/waterfront_workers/wworker/ )

California Labor Federation Collection. Subject files on the history of the strike.

Ephemera Files: San Francisco Maritime and General Strike, 1934. Five folders of a wide variety of material on the strike, including flyers, pamphlets, bibliographies and San Francisco corner’s inquest testimony on the deaths of Howard P. Sperry and Nicholas Bordoise.
Institute for Industrial Relations – Eliel Arbitrations. Before National Longshoremen's Board, Award of 10/12/34, covering wages, hours, and working conditions (for settlement of the Pacific Coast Maritime Strike, 1934).

Institute for Industrial Relations – Kerr Arbitrations. Before National Longshoremen’s Board, the longshore industry is clearly defined in the full transcript of the NLB hearings and its award of October 12, 1934.

Lewis (William J.) Collection, 1919-1959. Correspondence, telegrams, arbitration, scrapbook and other material on the strike. Inventory available.

Yoneda, Elaine Black. Research materials on the General Strike and ILD, includes a report entitled "The ILA and the Courts During the 1934 Strike," the latter compiled by the ILA Defense Committee.  It is a carbon typescript with a pencilled list of seaman arrested, country of origin, deportation notes, etc.  This report numbers 39 pages.

Primary Source Books about the Strikes
Eliel, Paul. The Waterfront and General Strikes of San Francisco, 1934: A Brief History. San Francisco: Industrial Association of San Francisco, 1934. 255 pages.

* Also available from the J. Paul Leonard Library, San Francisco State University, and San Francisco Public Library.

Quinn, Mike. The big strike. New York: International Publishers, [1979], c1949. 259 pages.
Postscript by Harry Bridges.
* Also available from the San Francisco Public Library and online at: http://www.archive.org/details/bigstrike00quinrich.
Pamphlets about the Strikes
American Federation of Labor Rank and File Committee of Oakland. Lessons of the Bay District 1934 General Strike. [Oakland], ca. 1934. 14 pages.
Dunne, William F. The great San Francisco General Strike. The story of the West Coast Strike--the Bay Counties' General Strike and the Maritime Workers' Strike. New York: Workers Library Publishers, 1934. 79 pages.

Hedley, George P., The strike as I have seen it. An address before the Church Council for Social Education, Berkeley, California, July 19, 1934. [San Francisco], ca. 1934. 15 pages.
International Longshoremen's Association, Local 38-79. The truth about the waterfront : I.L.A. states its case to the public. [San Francisco]: International Longshoremen's Association, ca. 1935.
Phleger, Herman. Pacific Coast longshoremen's strike of 1934:  arbitration before National Longshoremen's Board:  oral argument of Herman Phleger, esq. in behalf of Waterfront Employers, September 25, 1934. [San Francisco], ca. 1934. 71 pages.

Plant, Thomas G., The Pacific Coast longshoremen's strike of 1934:  statement of Thomas G. Plant...to the National Longshoremen's Board, July 11, 1934. [San Francisco], ca. 1934.
Photograph Collections

People’s World Photograph Collection.

Sid Roger Photograph Collection. 300+ images of the Maritime and General Strikes.

Subject Photograph Collection.  Small number of images related to the strike.

Newspapers

Labor Clarion.  San Francisco Labor Council.

Organized Labor.  San Francisco Building Trades Council.

Western Worker.  Communist Party.

Newspaper Clippings

De Losada scrapbook

Oakland Port Authority newspaper clippings file.

Oversized Newspaper Collection. Articles on the strikes from the San Francisco Examiner, San Francisco Chronicle.

Oral Histories including accounts of the strikes
ROBERT S. ASH: (b. 1924) Secretary, Alameda County Central Labor Council, 1943-1967; delineates the history of the Alameda Labor Council; describes the general strike of 1934 -- he was a member of International Association of Machinists (IAM) Local 1546; chronicles the Oakland general strike of 1946-1947 and conflict between East Bay Teamsters and the Alameda Labor Council during the 1940s; reflects on Governor Warren’s administration. 

Interview conducted by Miriam Feingold Stein for the Regional Oral History Office, The Bancroft Library, UC Berkeley, 1970.


Master tape   No     Copy   No     No. of tapes   N/A     Release form   N/A     Transcription   Yes  

No. of Pages 176 

GERMAIN BULCKE: (b. 1902) Born and raised in Belgium, he emigrated to Detroit in 1920 and a few years later moved to San Francisco and became a longshoreman.   He was active in the 1934 maritime and general strike, and served as an ILWU leader both in Local 10 and as an Int’l vice-president. In 1960 he was appointed Southern California Arbitrator for the longshore industry, a position he held until his retirement in 1966.

Interview conducted by Estolv Ethan Ward for the Regional Oral History Office, The Bancroft Library, UC Berkeley, 1983.


Master tape   No     Copy   No     No. of tapes   N/A     Release form   N/A     Transcription   Yes  

No. of Pages 230 
LOUIS GOLDBLATT: (1910-1983) Born and raised in the Bronx until 1928 when his family moved to Los Angeles.  A student activist at CCNY, UCLA and UC Berkeley.  He supported the 1934 longshore strike and later became a warehouseman and participated in the “march inland.” Goldblatt was a CIO leader, then became ILWU Sec-Treas.  He provided leadership for organizing in Hawaii, early opposition to relocation of Japanese-Americans, ILWU - Teamster relations and the anti-left repression of the 1950s.  Tells of changes that came with the 1960s, 1970s, including internal problems with Bridges.  Narration includes commentary on politics, national and world conditions including early Communist membership, fascism, Israel, Vietnam, China, and the free speech movement.

Interview conducted by Estolv Ethan Ward for the Regional Oral History Office, The Bancroft Library, UC Berkeley, 1978 - 1979.


Master tape   No     Copy   No     No. of tapes   N/A     Release form   N/A     Transcription   Yes  

No. of Pages 1216 (in two volumes) 

SAM KAGEL: (b. 1909) Longtime labor lawyer and arbitrator; discusses early childhood, family, college, first jobs.  Meeting Paul Melnikov and working for the Pacific Coast Labor Bureau; early association with longshoremen.  Events preliminary to 1934 strike; ILA demands; 1934 Strike; employers’ attempt to bribe Harry Bridges; post-strike period including hearings before the National Longshoremen’s Board.  Local 6 and the “March Inland.”  1930s and union organization with garment workers, department store employees.  Union women in the 1930s– Jennie Matyas and Marion Sills.  Harry Bridges Deportation Trial with Judge Sears.  Picket lines protesting scrap iron to Japan.  Kagel’s role in Maritime Industry Board and the War Labor Board.  Law school in 1945 and Kagel’s decision to become an arbitrator instead of a lawyer.  Appointment as Coast Arbitrator for ILWU Longshore Division; 1971 ILWU strike.

Interview conducted by Harvey Schwartz, sponsored by the ILWU Coast Labor Relations Committee, San Francisco, 1999.


Master tape   N/A     Copy   N/A     No. of tapes   N/A     Release form   Yes     Transcription   Yes  

No. of Pages 23 
PAULA KROTSER: (b. 1913) Archaeologist and former Communist; recounts her memories of the San Francisco Waterfront Strike of 1934, California during the Great Depression, her membership and experiences in the Communist Party, and her work with the International League in Marin during the Spanish Civil War.

Interview conducted by Jim Broadstreet, 1986 for class at Vista College; donated by Regional Oral History Project, The Bancroft Library, UC Berkeley.


Master tape   Yes     Copy   No     No. of tapes   1     Release form   Yes     Transcription   Yes  
* DAVE REED: (b. 1917) Retired from Local 10 ILWU, 1993, after sixty years on the San Francisco waterfront; veteran of 1934 strike; remembers boxing days, early 1930s; longshore work, 1933; witnessing S.F. police shooting workers during 1934 strike, being arrested for own union activity in 1934, meeting Henry Schmidt, Local 10 pioneer, and Harry Lundeberg, SUP leader; SUP schooner sailor, World War II; and Relief Business Agent, Local 10, ILWU, 1960.


Interview conducted by Harvey Schwartz, 1995.


Master tape   Yes     Copy   No     No. of tapes   3     Release form   No     Transcription   No  
KATHERINE RODIN: (1907-1978) Secretary to San Francisco Communist Party officials, 1930s; joined the Party in 1933; describes various Party officials, including Louise Todd and District Director Sam Darcy; and her memories of the 1934 Maritime and General Strike in San Francisco.

Interview conducted by Lucy Kendall for the California Historical Society’s Women in the Trade Union Movement Project, 1976.


Master tape   No     Copy   No     No. of tapes   N/A     Release form   N/A     Transcription   Yes  

No. of Pages 32  

HENRY SCHMIDT: (b. 1899) Born in Holland, his family emigrated to Canada in 1911 to become farmers in Manitoba.  Schmidt moved to San Francisco 1917.  He began longshoring in 1927 and was a participant in the Albion Hall group and the 1934 strike.  He was involved in all ILWU activity in its early years, organized in Hawaii in the 1940s, was a co-defendant in the 1950 Bridges-Robertson-Schmidt trial.  Ended his ILWU career as Pension Director.  Estolv Ward added supplemental interviews to Miriam Stein’s earlier interviews. The Labor Archives has copies of Ward’s supplemental interviews.

Interview conducted by Miriam Stein and Estolv Ethan Ward  for the Regional Oral History Office, The Bancroft Library, UC Berkeley, 1974, 1975, 1981.


Master tape   No     Copy   No     No. of tapes   6     Release form   N/A     Transcription   Yes  

No. of Pages 440
DAVID SELVIN: (b. 1913)  Selvin’s parents immigrated from Russia to Tooele, Utah in 1909, drawn by family ties to the Jewish agricultural community which had settled in the central part of that state.  Selvin’s father maintained a store in predominately Mormon township of Tooele and also served as a senator in the Utah state legislature.  David  moved to California to attend college, receiving his undergraduate degree in Commerce and Master’s in Labor Economics at the University of California, Berkeley.  An observer of the 1934 Pacific Coast longshore and general strikes, David authored a definitive history of those events, A Terrible Anger in addition to many other works on labor history.  A career as a labor journalist, author and public relations consultant spanned decades and brought Selvin in contact with many key figures in the West Coast labor movement.  The oral history also includes a discussion of his World War II service and work on the Berkeley Interracial Committee and the California Federation for Civic Unity.


Interview conducted by Harvey Schwartz, 2000.


Master tape   Yes     Copy   Yes     No. of tapes   6     Release form         Transcription   Yes  
WILLIAM G. STORRIE (c.1905): President, San Francisco Employers’ Council in the 1950s; began his involvement with employer organizations in 1926; describes the conflict between employers and unions during the open shop campaigns of the 1920s and early 1930s, the impact of the San Francisco General Strike of 1934 and the Wagner Act on San Francisco industrial relations, the formation of the Employers’ Council in 1938 and his appointment as Vice President, and his Presidency, beginning in 1953.  The final manuscript of the interview was issued in January 1960, when the subject was still President of the Council.

Interview was conducted by Corrine L. Gilb for the Institute of Industrial Relations, UC Berkeley, 1960.  Housed in the Sam Kagel collection, LARC Accession # 1998/065.


Master tape   N/A     Copy   N/A     No. of tapes N/A     Release form   N/A     Transcription   Yes  

No. of Pages 175  
JACK WAGNER: Lecture by Wagner, a participant -observer of  the San Francisco Maritime and General Strike of 1934 given in 1979; includes a general observations on the Depression, description of a “shape-up” and the conditions on the San Francisco waterfront before the strike, and questions from the audience; synoptic index available. Recorded in 1979.


Master tape   Yes     Copy   No     No. of tapes   1     Release form   N/A     Transcription   No  
ANGELA GIZZI WARD: (1910-1997) President, San Francisco Office Workers Union; radicalized by the San Francisco General Strike of 1934, she helped form and later served as president of the Office Workers Union in San Francisco; organizer with the Mine, Mill & Smelter Workers Union during World War II; organizer for the CIO Utility Workers Union Local 137, late 1940s, urging equal pay for equal work for the Union’s women clerks.


Interview conducted by Sue Cobble for the California Historical Society’s  Women in the Trade Union Movement Project and University of Michigan oral history project, The Twentieth Century Trade Union Woman: Vehicle for Social Change 1976.


Master tape   No     Copy   No     No. of tapes   N/A     Release form   N/A     Transcription   Yes  

No. of Pages 129  
PAULA KROTSER: (b. 1913) Archaeologist and former Communist; recounts her memories of the San Francisco Waterfront Strike of 1934, California during the Great Depression, her membership and experiences in the Communist Party, and her work with the International League in Marin during the Spanish Civil War.

Interview conducted by Jim Broadstreet, 1986 for class at Vista College; donated by Regional Oral History Project, The Bancroft Library, UC Berkeley.

Video Footage

www.archive.org – 1934 newsreel footage. 

Video on the Strikes
1934 San Francisco Longshoreman’s and General Strike Documentary. VHS. Produced by KPIX-TV, n. d.. 
1934 San Francisco Longshoreman’s and General Strike Documentary. VHS. Produced by Tarr Film, n. d.. 

Bill Bailey: Life Story. VHS. Directed and Produced by Maria Brooks. 1988.

Fire on Pier 32: A History of the ILWU, 1934-2002, in Drama and Song. DVD. Produced by Jack Rasmus. Kyklos Productions, 2002. 
Video recording of a play about the history of the International Longshore and Warehouse Union from the 1934 San Francisco general strike to 2002.
Harry Bridges: A Man and His Union. VHS. Directed by Berry Minott. Cinema Guild/ NW, 1992.
Strikestory. VHS. Directed and Produced by Rhian Miller, n. d.

Part of the television broadcast series, “We Do the Work.”
The Trails of Harry Bridges – United States Courthouse, San Francisco, California. VHS. Produced by United States District Court for the Northern District of California Historical Society, 1993.
We are the ILWU. VHS. Produced by Waterfront Soundings Productions, 1997.
Websites on the Strikes
Vincent DiGirolamo. The Big Strike: Labor Unrest in the Great Depression. Investigating U. S. History, The City University of New York. http://www.ashp.cuny.edu/investigatinghistory/m10.html (accessed May 25, 2009).
Waterfront Workers History Project. Harry Bridges Center for Labor Studies,
University of Washington. http://depts.washington.edu/dock/
 (accessed May 25, 2009).
This site includes a digitized set of the Waterfront Worker, 1932-1936, a longshore union rank and file newsletter at: http://depts.washington.edu/labpics2/repository/v/waterfront_workers/wworker/
 (accessed May 25, 2009).
Online Strike Images

San Francisco Call Bulletin, 1934 International Longshoremen's Association and General Strikes of San Francisco Photograph Collection. Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley. 247 images are available online at:
http://content.cdlib.org/view?docId=tf7d5nb8zx&doc.view=items&brand=oac 

(accessed May 25, 2009).
San Francisco Public Library, San Francisco Historical Photograph Collection. 313 images are available online using the search term, “1934 San Francisco strike”:
http://sflib1.sfpl.org:82/search/a?searchtype=X&searcharg=%221934%22+san+francisco+strike&SORT=D (accessed May 25, 2009).
Books about the Strikes
Hinckle, Warren. The big strike: a pictorial history of the 1934 San Francisco general strike. Virginia City: Silver Dollar Books, 1985. 108 pages.
Introduction by Harry Bridges. Narrative by Warren Hinckle.
* Also available from the San Francisco Public Library (library use only).

Nelson, Bruce. Workers on the waterfront; seamen, longshoremen, and unionism in the 1930s. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1988. 352 pages. 
* Also available from the J. Paul Leonard Library, San Francisco State University, including online as an e-book, and the San Francisco Public Library.
Books with Chapters or Sections on the Strikes
Bernstein, Irving. The Turbulent Years: A History of the American Worker, 1933 – 1941. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1969 (1970). 873 pages.
In the chapter “Eruption,” there is a section on the 1934 strike, pages 252 – 298. 
* Also available from the J. Paul Leonard Library, San Francisco State University, and the San Francisco Public Library.
Camp, William Martin. San Francisco: Port of Gold. New York: Doubleday, 1947. 518 pages.

Part IV, “Water-Front Warfare,” reviews the history of class conflict on the San Francisco waterfront from 1886 to 1948.

* Also available from the San Francisco Public Library.
Cornford, Daniel A., ed., Working People of California. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1995.
Contains a chapter by Bruce Nelson on the 1934 strike, “The Big Strike,” pages 225 - 264.
* Also available from the J. Paul Leonard Library, San Francisco State University, and the San Francisco Public Library.

Crook, Wilfred H. Communism and the General Strike. Hamden: Shoe String Press, Inc., 1960. 483 pages.

Chapters 8 and 9 cover the San Francisco general strike, pages 107-148.

* Only available via interlibrary loan from the California State University, East Bay, or the University of California, Berkeley.

Cross, Ira, A History of the Labor Movement in California, 1935. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1935. 
In Chapter 8, “Supremacy and Defeat,” there is a section, “The General Strike in 1934,” pages 254 – 262.
* Also available from the San Francisco Public Library.
Kimeldorf, Howard. Reds or Rackets: The Making of Radical and Conservative Unions on the Waterfront. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1988. 242 pages.

Chapter 5 analyzes the 1934 strike, pages 99-126.

* Also available from the J. Paul Leonard Library, San Francisco State University, and the San Francisco Public Library.

Larrowe, Charles P. Harry Bridges: The Rise and Fall of Radical Labor in the United States. Westport: Lawrence Hill, 1972 (1977). 416 pages.

Chapters 2 and 3 are on the 1934 strike, pages 32-94.
* Also available from the J. Paul Leonard Library, San Francisco State University, and the San Francisco Public Library.

Raineri, Vivian Mcguckin.  The red angel; the life and times of Elaine Black Yoneda, 1906-1988. International Publishers, New York. 1991. 
Chapters 9 and 10 discuss the maritime and general strikes, pages 64-92. 

Yellen, Samuel. American Labor Struggles. New York: S. A. Russell, 1936.

Chapter 10 is on the maritime and general strikes, 327-358.

Books and Pamphlets on the General History of the International Longshore and Warehouse Workers Union and the Longshore Industry

Carson, Robert, ed., The Waterfront Writers: The Literature of Work. San Francisco: Harper & Row, c1979. 198 pages.
* Also available from the J. Paul Leonard Library, San Francisco State University, and the San Francisco Public Library.

Huberman, Leo. Storm over Bridges.  San Francisco: Harry Bridges Defense Committee, 1941. 89 pages.

International Longshore and Warehouse Union. The ILWU Story, Six Decades of Militant Unionism. San Francisco: International Longshore and Warehouse Union, 1997.  87 pages.

Text and research by Eugene Dennis Vrana; additional research by Harvey Schartz.
* Also available from the San Francisco Public Library.
Keller, Marvel. Decasualization of Longshore Work in San Francisco; Methods and Results of the Control of Dispatching and Hours Worked, 1935-37. Philadelphia: Works Progress Administration, National Research Project, 1939. 157 pages.
* Also available from the San Francisco Public Library.
Larrowe, Charles P. Shape-Up and Hiring Hall: A Comparison of Hiring Methods on the New York and Seattle Waterfronts. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1955. 250 pages.

* Also available from the J. Paul Leonard Library, San Francisco State University, and the San Francisco Public Library.

Schwartz, Harvey. The March Inland Origins of the ILWU Warehouse Division, 1934-1938. San Francisco: International Longshore and Warehouse Union, 2000. 282 pages. 

* Also available from the San Francisco Public Library.

Schwartz, Harvey. Solidarity Stories, An Oral History of the ILWU. Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2009. 347 pages.
Wellman, David. The Union Makes Us Strong: Radical Unionism on the San Francisco Waterfront. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1995. 364 pages.
* Also available from the J. Paul Leonard Library, San Francisco State University, and the San Francisco Public Library.

Book Chapters or Sections on the General History of the International Longshore and Warehouse Workers Union and the Longshore Industry

Nelson, Bruce.  Divided We Stand: American Workers and the Struggle for Black Equality. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2001. 
Chapter 3 is entitled, “Waterfront Unionism and Race Solidarity: From the Crescent City to the City of Angeles,” pages 89 – 142.

* Also available from the J. Paul Leonard Library, San Francisco State University.
Winslow, Calvin, ed. Waterfront Workers: New Perspectives on Race and Class. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1998. 

Includes a chapter by Bruce Nelson, “The ‘Lords of the Docks’ Reconsidered: Race Relations among the West Coast Longshoremen, 1933-61,” pages 155 - 192. 

* Only available from the J. Paul Leonard Library, San Francisco State University, and the San Francisco Public Library.
Schwartz, Harvey. Harry Bridges, A Centennial Retrospective: An Oral History of the Origins of the ILWU and the 1934 Strike. San Pedro: The Harry Bridges Institute, 2001. 16 pages.

Journal Articles

John Kagel, “The Day the City Stopped.” California History, Vol. 63, No. 3 (Summer, 1984), pp. 212-215, 218-223. http://www.jstor.org/stable/25158227 

Other Archival Sources:

Bancroft Library, University of California.  San Francisco Labor Council records for 1930s.

Anne Rand Library, International Longshore and Warehouse Union.

San Francisco Public Library History Room.  Mainstream newspapers.





