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Nursing Department Seeking Approval for MSN 
 FSU is proposing an M.S. in Nursing to 
meet regional and state workforce needs. 
The M.S. in Nursing builds on the BSN 
knowledge at the graduate level in the 
content areas of health assessment, 
physiology, pathophysiology, and 
pharmacology to strengthen scientific 
background and facilitate the understanding 
of nursing and health related information. 

Once the program is approved, FSU will 
become one of nine institutions in Maryland 
to offer the M.S. in Nursing, with almost all 
current programs at capacity and unable to 
meet the demand.  In addition to the current 
nursing shortage, the aging of the baby 
boomers will increase the demand for 
healthcare. A great number of current nurse 
educators and administrators are also baby 
boomers, many of whom are predicted to 
retire by 2020. This will result in faculty 
shortages, posing a major challenge to 
increasing nursing enrollment in Maryland.

The intent of the M.S. in Nursing program 
here at FSU is to combine the expertise of 
Frostburg’s established specializations in 
education, business, science, and 
technology with that of nursing, expanding 

educational opportunities for current nurses 
in response to regional and statewide 
demands. 

The curriculum for the M.S. in Nursing is 
based on the American Association of 
Colleges of Nursing’s Essentials of 
Master’s Education for Advanced Practice 
Nursing. There will be tracks in Nursing 
Administration and Nursing Education. 

The proposal for the M.S. in Nursing 
program has been under development and 
supported by funding MHEC awarded in 
the summer of 2013. The proposal has been 
approved by the Nursing Department’s 
Curriculum Committee and will continue 
through FSU’s governance system for 
approval before being submitted to MHEC 
in spring 2014.  

 

Jazz Minor New This Fall 
The Music Department is excited to 
announce a new Jazz Studies Minor 
program that began this fall. This program 
is open to all FSU students who are 
interested in the knowledge and 
performance art of jazz music. Prior to 
acceptance into the program, individuals 
must demonstrate proficiency on their 
instrument or voice. Saxophone, trumpet, 
trombone, piano, guitar, bass, percussion 
and voice are options for private instruction. 
Other instruments may be considered on a 
case by case basis. 

A variety of ensembles are offered as part 
of the degree program, including Jazz 
Orchestra, Vocal Jazz Ensemble, and Jazz 
Combo. Membership in each is based on 
auditions or invitation during the first week 
of each semester. Each ensemble performs a 
wide variety of music encompassing swing, 
Latin, funk, rock and other popular styles. 

Music majors following any track are 
encouraged to participate in the jazz studies 
minor. The minor is also beneficial for 
Music Education majors as preparation for 
directing jazz ensembles in public schools. 

Visit us on the web 

www.frostburg.edu/colleges/clas/index 

	



Frostburg Grows Hosts Events, Continues 
Infrastructure Development 
 The Frostburg Grows project continues to move forward this fall, with a number of 
important events happening. The first publicized and heavily attended Open House was 
held on October 5th, which concluded with another productive workday full of 
volunteers, students and community members. On October 17th, the Frostburg Grows 
team presented the project to the Frostburg City Council in efforts to garner community 
outreach and to build an even stronger relationship with the city. In late October, the 
Frostburg Grows team hosted several members from the Environmental Protection 
Agency, American Rivers, and Western Maryland RC&D, the major funding sources for 
the project. The volunteer and partnership support system continues to grow strong, with 
hundreds of hours being logged by various student groups, organizations and others. 
Volunteers and team members continue to share visible and notable achievements in 
various construction and planting efforts on site. 
 
The solar power component at Frostburg Grows has recently been upgraded. With help 
from University of Maryland Agricultural Extension educator Willie Lantz, eight, large, 
black-plastic water panels were recently installed to help extend the growing seasons.  
Collected rain water from an existing underground storage container is pulled into these 
vertical panels, warmed by the sun, and released back into the water storage container. 
The warm water is then used for irrigation, and to create a warmer root zone for plants to 
thrive in late fall and early spring. This warm-water system will help achieve a first crop 
of tomatoes as early as Memorial Day. 
 
Infrastructure continues to be developed, with four high tunnels either fully functional or 
near completion. At 120’ long and 30’ wide, these greenhouses will be ready by spring to 
grow thousands of plants, vegetables, fruit and native trees. In the first year of 
greenhouse production, over 1,000lbs of produce has been harvested and weighed. Well 
into the cooler temperatures accompanying the fall season, one high tunnel is still 
producing tomatoes, peppers and raspberries by the bushel. A variety of cool season 
plants have been started and raised from seed as well, including spinach, beans, broccoli 
and a variety of lettuces. In addition, the tree nursery-shade house has thousands of seeds 
planted and seedlings growing, including white and red oak, black walnut, black willow, 
spicebush, pawpaw and a handful of cherished American Chestnut seedlings. Many of 
these natives could be ready to plant in reforestation and stream-bank restoration projects 
as early as next spring. 
 
The Frostburg Grows workshop series conducted its first training workshop on October 
25th and 26th. Led by Willie Lantz and attended by eight participants coming from as far 
away as Baltimore, the workshop included a three hour lecture portion on Friday night 
and a full day of hands-on construction and learning activities at the site on Saturday. As 
training events develop and are planned more regularly, more and more local, state and 
regional citizens can come learn with Frostburg Grows. Understanding more about these 
methods, materials,	technologies and processes will people to design, build and operate 
the same types of high tunnels and shade houses to grow food and trees successfully on 
their own.	
 

 

One of four functional high tunnel 
greenhouses at the Frostburg 
Grows site 
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CLAS Dean Joseph Hoffman 
presents opening remarks at the 
Oct. 5 Frostburg Grows open house 

Dan Fiscus, CLAS Sustainability 
Liaison, presents a certificate of 
recognition to AmeriCorps member 
Alex Williams 
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Visiting Scholar Presents Photography Exhibition 
 

FSU Students Turn Frostburg Into “Tree City, USA” 
 On the cool autumn morning of October 

21, students from the Forest Ecology and 
Conservation Biology class dropped their 
books in exchange for shovels and garden 
gloves. They joined with community 
members for a collaborative effort to turn 
the local area into “Tree City USA,” by 
planting saplings along Frost Avenue. 

“After FSU became a ‘Tree Campus 
USA,’ we’ve been working to make 
Frostburg ‘Tree City USA,’ ” said Dr. 
Sunshine Brosi, Chair of the Campus Tree 
Advisory Committee. “It’s our way of 
highlighting sustainability in the 
community as well as on campus.” 

The roots of the project, funded through 
the Chesapeake Bay Trust, were planted as 
early as July 1, when an outreach grant 
was awarded to FSU to promote 
volunteerism, expand the area’s tree 
canopy and increase awareness about the 
environmental benefits of trees to the local 
urban environment and the larger 
watershed area. 

“We’re really excited to communicate the 
importance of trees, especially in the urban 
environment,” said senior Laura Smith, an 
ethnobotany major interning with the City 
of Cumberland Urban Forestry Program 
and the author of the grant. “They are 
often overlooked for the work that they do 
to improve air and water quality.” To 
ensure that the message is conveyed by the 

Frostburg campus and community, 50 
trees were planted along Frost Avenue.  

Volunteer ethnobotany students will 
monitor the newly planted trees 
approximately one month from the 
planting date and every two to three 
months thereafter. Signs at multiple 
planting sites will be used as an 
educational component of the ongoing 
project to inform the public about the 
benefits of the newly planted trees in their 
neighborhood. These signs will also 
promote Western Maryland region’s place 
in the Chesapeake Watershed.  Data will 
be collected and analyzed by FSU students 
using “ITrees” software, which will 
highlight the importance of allowing trees 
to reach mature size. Other opportunities 
for more in-depth, future study of tree- 
planting behavior will include community 
surveys and further observations. 

The project will benefit students and the 
local area, as well as Allegany County and 
the region as a whole. As students sowed 
the seeds of sustainability at Frostburg, 
Paula Munson, a community member who 
has lived on Frost Avenue since 1976 and 
has seen a number of mature trees 
removed in recent years for safety reasons, 
said, “I think it’s wonderful making this 
street back to being beautiful again. 
Planting trees gives everybody a sense of 
ownership. I’d like to see more on every 
street in Frostburg.” 

The seedlings planted by students and 
community members along Frost Avenue 
will blossom into fully grown crabapples, 
eastern redbuds, pin oaks, flowering 
dogwoods and other trees native to this 
region.  

 

Photo by Li Lang inspired by Steve Jobs’ 
quote: “I want to put a ding in the 
universe.” 

After coming to Frostburg in 2012, Li 
Lang began to learn photography and 
wanted to use it as a medium of expression 
for the fantasy world in her eyes. The 
product of her work here was recently 
displayed as the Fantasia exhibition in the 
President’s Gallery in the Hitchins 
Administration Building. 

In creating her body of work, Li played 
with real-life objects and altered them in 
size, form, number, and location to create 
a fantasy world. In describing her work, 
she notes, “The world stops at the very 
moment I capture a picture. And what we 
then have is just peace and beauty.” 

Li chose to take photographs of people, 
animals, landscapes, and architecture in 

the area and on FSU’s campus. While she 
wasn’t able to travel far to capture more 
scenes, it did not hinder her creative 
passion but instead challenged her 
imagination. She was particularly inspired 
by twin sisters that she met here, and their 
photos from the exhibition interpret 
Lang’s sense of spiritual beauty. Her 
affinity for animals led her to include them 
in the exhibition as well, since Frostburg 
provided Li with the opportunity to see 
many creatures that she was not able to see 
growing up in the city. 

During her one year in Frostburg, Li fell in 
love with the town and says it has become 
a place she calls home. 

 



FSU Partnering with Cecil College in Engineering 
 Frostburg State University has been 
accepted by Cecil College as a partner to 
offer our B.S. in Engineering program 
(materials engineering concentration) at 
their North East campus. A full proposal 
is now under development and will be 
circulated for approval through the FSU 
governance system and MHEC in 2014. If 
approved, the program would begin in 
Fall 2015.   

Cecil College President W. Stephen 
Pannill expressed his enthusiasm for the 
partnership. “Many businesses and 
government agencies in our region are 
facing the challenging task of attracting 
engineers for their workforce. Cecil 

College’s service area, which includes 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, New Jersey, and 
Maryland, is also facing a long-term 
engineer shortage that is forecast to last for 
several years. The Frostburg State 
University program at Cecil College will 
address this workforce need.” 

FSU’s B.S. in Engineering programs, both 
on the Frostburg campus and at the 
Arundel Mills Higher Education Center, 
are in the process of undergoing review for 
ABET accreditation. Visits are being held 
this fall, with the status to be announced in 
Fall 2014. 

CCIT Progress on Track for Spring Completion 
Progress on the new Center for 
Communications and Information 
Technology continues, with the interior 
walls, lighting, and fixtures now being 
installed. Installation of the sophisticated 
equipment in the FSU-TV station, the 

Peace March Draws 100 Participants 

A World of  
Experiences 
Students in Political Science 
321: American State and Local 
Politics, taught by Tim Magrath, 
far left, had the chance have 
lunch and discuss state and local
politics with Md. State Sens. 
Richard Madaleno, front row, 
third from left , and George 
Edwards, fourth from left, on 
Nov. 7, when the senators came 
to learn more about FSU. FSU 
President Gibralter is at right. 
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Nearly 100 members of the Frostburg 
community, both Frostburg State 
University students and year-round 
residents, joined together for a Peace 
March on Tuesday, October 15, 
immediately prior to the Sustaining 
Campus and Community Dialogue, part 
of the ongoing effort to create safe, secure 
living conditions and civil relationships 
between long- and short-term residents in 
Frostburg. The group began near Old 
Main on the FSU campus and walked to 
the Lyric Building on Main Street for the 
dialogues session. The march, celebrating 
the American Bar Association’s 
Mediation Week and the Association for 
Conflict Resolution’s International 
Conflict Resolution Day, was sponsored 
by Frostburg Sustaining Campus and 
Community Dialogue Series, FSU’s 
Intercultural Communication class, the 
FSU Philosophy Department, and the 
Peace Studies Club of Allegany College 
of Maryland. 

 

Photo by Kirsten L. Getz, 
Girl.Getz.Photography.

WFWM station, and the multi-media 
learning center will take place in January. 
The building is expected to be 
substantially complete by April 14. 
Landscaping work will then follow. 



Geography Department 
Collaborating with 
Northumbria University 
on Exchange Program 
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During the Thanksgiving break Drs. 
Phillip Allen and Richard Russo and two 
student ambassadors, Mike Schoelen and 
Bruce Huffman, will be traveling to 
Northumbria University, in Newcastle 
Upon Tyne, UK, to continue the 
development of the FSU – Northumbria 
University exchange relationship.  
Newcastle Upon Tyne is a vibrant and 
historic city located in Northeast England.  
Its past includes the Romans (Hadrian’s 
wall terminated in the city), Viking 
raiders, shipbuilding, and coal.  More 
recently, Newcastle has begun to focus on 
sustainable urbanism and the city sees 
students come from around the world to 
study at its two universities.  It is a 
relatively small European city (population 
of the city proper is about 190,000), but its 
cultural influences range well beyond 
Newcastle Brown Ale and Sting! 

The group will be meeting with NU 
faculty, international programs staff, and 
students to stimulate more interest and 
understanding about what FSU has to 
offer.  Phillip and Richard are interested in 

developing faculty collaborations and 
research linkages between FSU and NU.  
“International exchange usually focuses on 
student study abroad, and rightly so,” says 
Richard.  “However, exchange relations 
with international partners should also 
provide opportunities for faculty and staff 
to share expertise and to collaborate on 
joint projects.”    
 
Another goal of the trip is to lay the 
groundwork for a summer geography field 
study course to be offered by Phillip and 
Richard, incorporating both the physical 
and social science halves of the discipline. 
Phillip, no stranger to travel, believes “If 
you are going to study any form of 
Geography, travel is essential.  Applying 
the theoretical material discussed at FSU 
to a specific international environment 
enriches learning, and it also looks good 
on any graduate’s résumé.”  Study abroad 
opportunities are life-changing 

experiences which support the Department 
of Geography’s and CLAS’s commitment 
to making the University’s new tagline, 
One University a World of Experiences, a 
reality for more of our students. 
In Spring 2014 and subsequent semesters, 
student ambassadors Bruce Huffman 
(GEOG junior) and Mike Schoelen (EVAP 
senior) will help inform and recruit FSU 
students to study at Northumbria 
University through informational sessions. 
Photographs and experiences from the 
group will be available on the Department 
of Geography’s webpage 
https://www.facebook.com/DepartmentOf
GeographyFrostburgStateUniversity-    
CLAS faculty who are interested in 
learning more about opportunities offered 
at Northumbria University and in the 
region of North-East England should 
contact either Dr. Allen or Dr. Russo. 
 

Mountain City Traditional Arts has hosted 
a myriad of events this fall, including 
Traditional Irish Music with Jesse Smith 
and Emmett Gill, an Antiques Basket 
Roadshow, and the Appalachian 
Independent’s One Vision Many Voices 
Video Screening and Quilt Display. The 
fall season also included The History and 
Lore of the Hagerstown Almanack and 
Cherokee Storytelling with Joseph Stands 
With Many. The Center offered its 
services as a venue for the Association of 
Collegiate Conferences and Events 
Directors in October. In addition, MCTA 
hosts a weekly Mountain Music Jam every 
Friday open to all local musicians and 
listeners, and a Monthly Spinning Group 
for established and aspiring fiber artists on 
the first Thursday of every month. 

Throughout the winter and spring, MCTA 
will hold off season Farmers Market Days 
offering traditionally made local foods. 
Plenty of other events are planned for the 
spring at MCTA. In March, the Center will 
host a Traditional Baskets Symposium and 
Irish Music Legend Kevin Burke. In April, 
Irish Folk Singer Sean Tyrell will be 
performing. 

Updates and details about MCTA and its 
upcoming events can be found on 
Facebook and the Center’s blog at 
http://mountaincitytradart.blogspot.com/. 

 

Mountain City Traditional Arts Hosting Variety of Events This Year 
 

Friday Night Mountain Music Jams are 
held 6PM-9PM at MCTA 

 



 

 

CHEM 201 Redesign Shows Positive Results 
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C L A S N E W S  

Foreign Languages Department Hosts Intern 

Upcoming Events 
Commencement – Saturday, December 21 at 2:00 p.m. 

Center for Teaching Excellence 3rd Annual Conference on 
Teaching, Learning and Scholarship – January 9 

 

CONTACTS  
Dr. Joseph M. Hoffman 
Dean,  
College of Liberal Arts & Sciences 
jhoffman@frostburg.edu  
301.687. 4120 
 
Dr. Cindy E. Herzog 
Associate Dean,  
College of Liberal Arts & Sciences 
cherzog@frostburg.edu  
301.687.4142 
 
Dr. R. Scott Fritz 
Assistant Dean, 
College of Liberal Arts & Sciences 
rfritz@frostburg.edu 
301.687.7020 

As the pilot semester of the CHEM 201 
course redesign nears completion, the 
department is seeing positive results with 
the new format. The redesigned section is 
being offered alongside a control section 
of the traditional course, taught by the 
same instructor using the same text and 
exams. After three exams, students in the 
redesigned pilot section are performing an 
average of one letter grade better than the 
students in the traditional section on the 
same exams (67% vs. 55%). Overall 
course grades are higher in the redesigned 
section as well. 

The goal of the redesign was to alleviate 
challenges such as course drift, low 
student success rates, and 

disproportionately high duplicated effort 
for the workload credit. Three hours of 
instructor-centered lecture and three hours 
of poorly utilized lab time have been 
replaced with two hours of learner-
centered activity-driven lecture, two hours 
of peer-led recitation, and two hours of 
more engaging lab. 

Full implementation of the redesign will 
take place in Spring 2014. This will 
include utilizing additional technology as 
part of the course to make grading easier 
and to enhance the activity-driven 
approach. 

Heather Cisneros, an FSU graduate who 
earned the B.A. (2006) and M.A.T. (2007) 
in Spanish, has returned this fall to the 
university to complete an internship in the 
Department of Foreign Languages and 
Literature (FLL). The internship is part of 
the requirements for the Doctor of 
Education in Higher and Post-Secondary 
Education that Heather is doing at Argosy 
University. Because the main goal of the 
internship is to prepare the doctoral 
student for formal leadership roles within 
the university setting, Heather is 
“shadowing” Dr. Maria-Luisa Sanchez in 
activities related to her position as chair of 
the FLL Department, such as CLAS chairs 

meetings, departmental meetings and open 
houses. Cisneros will also assist Dr. 
Sanchez in some administrative duties and 
observe her teaching activities, and has 
been attending the Capstone course for the 
Spanish majors. In addition to her 
participation with the FLL Department, 
Cisneros will conduct interviews with the 
Provost and with the Dean of CLAS. 

Currently, Heather is teaching Spanish at 
Northern Garrett High School in Accident, 
MD, where she lives with her husband and 
her three-year-old son. Heather aspires to 
teach Spanish and Education at the 
university level in the future. 

 

 

Have any interesting news items 
about faculty, staff, or students in 
your department?  If you would like 
them to appear in the next issue, 
please submit them to: 
Linda Steele - lsteele@frostburg.edu  


