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Russia is the world’s largest nation and makes global news headlines every single day.
For the past several years, one social issue with which Russia has grappled has captured the
attention of western observers, attracting perhaps the harshest criticism and outcry as well. The
issue is a systemic violation of human rights set against the rights of a large subset of the
population of Russia. This refers to the ongoing violence and discrimination faced by gay,
lesbian, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) Russians. Homophobia in Russia is a dark and
complex issue with a long history that stretches more than a century before the “Gay Propaganda
Law” was ever proposed. Tangled at the heart of the issue is a complex labyrinth of values,
politics, economics, sexuality, repression, and religion, forming an impenetrable web around the
current tragedy. As Winston Churchill once said, “I cannot forecast to you the action of Russia.
It 1s a riddle, wrapped in a mystery, inside an enigma; but perhaps there is a key. That key is
Russian national interest.” This thesis is an attempt to unwrap the tangled web of perceptions,
politics, and propaganda, as well as to understand not only the truth behind the issue of Russian
homophobia, but also to see what effect this climate has had on native Russian speakers in their
homeland and abroad.

Russia’s issues with LGBT people have come to the forefront at a time when the country
has been in one mode of crisis or another for twenty-five years. The generation of Russians
coming of age today may not be old enough to remember the Soviet Union, or even the worst
privations caused by the disastrously planned and horribly executed transition from communism
to capitalism during the 1990’s, but they are old enough to remember the wars in Chechnya,
Dagestan and Georgia, terrorist attacks carried out in Moscow, and prolonged economic
depression. They well remember growing up with a wounded sense of national pride, the

insecurities brought about by living in the age of the Global War on Terror, political humiliation
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at the hands of the West, recurring economic crises, extreme wealth inequity, and rampant
corruption. Russia is often portrayed in the media as a country where only drunks and criminals
stay, while anyone with even remote talent flees to the West. Combine this long line of
indignities with a purposefully-cultivated sense of stoicism and an abject sense of continued
societal decline, and sure enough, a scapegoat must be found; the one criterion for this scapegoat
is that it must be a group that acts against the Russian national interest, while at the same time
countering traditional Russian, and in particular, Russian Orthodox, values.

The Russian national interest is nebulous and difficult to define as a unified concept.
However, it is not hard to understand what Russians would perceive as being in their best
national interest. Russians desire economic prosperity, internal security, cultural morality, and
above all else, to keep the motherland strong vis-a-vis the West. These prerequisites must be
understood in the context of the challenges currently faced by Russia internationally and
domestically. At this very moment, poverty is widespread, and Russia is in a state of depression
and decline with both population and economics falling over the last few decades. The forecast is
not very positive:

The economy will remain in recession this year. Weak private consumption is expected to

be the main drag on growth in 2016 as high inflation, low wages and rising

unemployment will continue to hit households’ spending. However, a gradual rise in oil
prices and the stabilization of the currency will provide some support to growth. Analysts
expect the economy to contact 1.3% this year, which is unchanged from last month’s
forecast. For 2017, forecasters expect the economy to increase 1.3% (FocusEconomics).
The country is suffering the effects of the liquidation of the intelligentsia during communism,

followed by the flight of talented Russians due to the deprivations of post-communist Russia.
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The birth rate is low, the death rate high, resulting in the drastic decline in population. Russia is
attacked from every side whenever it wishes to assert itself- whether to defend the people under
its protection, as in South Ossetia (Nielsen), or to return what was historically Russia and still
populated by Russians, but became ostensibly “foreign”, as in the case of the Crimea. The enemy
within must be particularly insidious. It must subvert the moral values of the Russians. It must
hurt prosperity. It must weaken the country. The defining characteristics, as with the scapegoat
for AIDS in the 1980s, mean that the hunt for enemies must eventually set its sights upon the
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender community.

Homosexual males are perfect targets for frustration, precisely because they provide the
main scapegoat qualifications in a patriarchal society. They are counterproductive to Russian
societal aims: they cannot stop the population decrease (they are less likely to produce offspring
because of their preference for male partners), their lifestyle counters Russian Orthodox values
and dictates (based on the Bible), and they are the target of ridicule and prejudice (due to cultural
prescriptions). In fact, because of Russian cultural perceptions, homosexual men, especially
“bottoms” or receptive homosexuals, are considered to be weak, feminine — not true men by
Russian cultural standards. Therefore, “homosexuality...came to be considered by many as anti-
Russian, either because it was condemned by Russian Orthodox officialdom or because they
believed it undermined Russian norms of machismo or patriarchy” (Schaaf). Thus, this section of
the population came to be seen by the propaganda machine as being responsible, at least in part,
for the inner weakness behind Russia’s continued and prolonged degradation.

Another reason behind the scapegoating of the gay community is the perception that gays
are harming children, who are Russia’s future. The antigay laws passed so far have all been

ostensibly enacted for the purpose of protecting the children of Russia. The “Gay Propaganda



Madison 5

Law” does not exactly ban homosexuality or prohibit depictions of homosexuality in the media.
What it does is ban any mention of homosexuality anywhere that a child may see it. Likewise,
the ban on homosexual adoptions was completed, not in the name of attacking gay people, but in
the name of protecting the innocent children of Russia, as stated in defense of the position of the
time of the 2014 Winter Olympics:
The new federal law is closely related to several regional laws that were already on the
books, all of which seek to penalize “propaganda” of homosexuality, generally with the
intent of “protecting” minors. The city of Sochi, which is the site of the upcoming
Winter Olympics, has one of those regional laws in place. And while the regional laws
are not uniform, like the new federal law, they all tend to advance vague definitions of
propaganda that lend themselves to the targeting and ongoing persecution of the
country’s LGBT community. The language of this new law focuses on “non-traditional”
sexual relationships, to contrast with “traditional values” or “traditional family” language
that Russia is promoting at the UN to oppose positive statements supporting the human
rights of LGBT people (The Facts on LGBT Rights in Russia).
Very few Russian homophobes will claim outright to simply hate their LGBT fellow
countrymen. They may claim they have no personal issue with homosexuality, or that they do
not hate homosexuals, but that they simply do not want to see children either hurt directly by
homosexuals or damaged psychologically by the confusion brought on by learning of or
witnessing non-traditional sexual relationships or family structures. In fact, Russia’s President
Putin himself reaffirmed these cultural claims, attempting to reassure the foreign LGBT Olympic

community, while at the same time “defend[ing] Russia's anti-gay law by equating gays with
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pedophiles and say[ing] Russia needs to ‘cleanse’ itself of homosexuality if it wants to increase
its birth rate.” (CBS News)

As for whether or not the gays can be trusted with children, the answer is of course,
“No” according to the Russian administration. Putin himself said that the “law was aimed at
banning propaganda of homosexuality and pedophilia, suggesting that gays are more likely to
abuse children” (Barry). Even if someone who is gay does not harm a child sexually/physically,
just having contact with a homosexual may be enough to cause the child significant, lasting,
psychological distress and confusion, according to the law. This contact may even result in the
child being gay, although Putin has repeatedly refused to answer the question of whether
homosexuals are born gay or become gay (Barry). Of course, if the children are kept away from
gays and told to hate them, then fewer people will be likely to become gay, so naturally fewer
known homosexuals will be involved with incidents involving children, so therefore the children
can be said to have been protected from the gay men, thanks to the laws. The inherent difficulty
with all of this rationalization is that there exists any number of reasons as to why children come
to harm, and many studies suggest that the sexual attraction to children is the result of certain
brain functions in pedophiles in general (regardless of sexual preference), as opposed to
homosexual proclivities (Schiffer et al).

Throughout history, Russia and the Russians have struggled to deal with homosexuality.
Homosexuality was illegal in Romanov Russia, but was legalized in 1917 under the provisional
Bolshevik government. This only applied to Soviet Russia, as homosexuality remained illegal in
Soviet Asia and was officially criminalized in multiple Asian Soviet Socialist Republics over the
course of the 1920s. The Russian SSR under Stalin criminalized homosexuality in 1933 as part

of a larger crackdown on individual liberties and a general move to combat dissidents. Only
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male-male homosexuality was criminalized; lesbian activities were not covered under the statute
and were not later criminalized. Even during the Khrushchev “Thaw”, when civil liberties were
relatively broadened and societal attitudes liberalized, homosexuality remained both illegal and
taboo. Homosexuality would not be addressed in any meaningful way in the public sphere again
until Glasnost’, although the law criminalizing homosexuality would remain in place through the
end of the Soviet Union and even through the first two years of the Russian Federation.

Homosexuality was legalized in 1993 in Russia, although it was still considered a mental
illness (Schaaf). This designation of homosexuality as a diagnosable mental illness lasted until
1999, when it was finally removed from the list of officially recognized psychiatric disorders. In
2003, homosexuals were barred from serving in the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation,
owing to statements claiming that non-standard orientation could threaten unit cohesion,
professionalism, and strength. At present, like most other LGBT laws, the ban is murky at best,
claiming “the policy holds that ‘well-adjusted homosexuals’ are permitted to serve in a ‘normal
capacity.” But those alleged to have ‘sexual identity problems’ are to be drafted only during
wartime” (Sennott). The issue is that this definition of the ban blurs the lines of what is
acceptable or not, enforceable or not.

The oppression of LGBT people by labeling them as mentally ill is a throwback to a
repressive tactic in the Soviet Union. “Punitive psychiatry—that is, the use of the mental health
care system for the political lynching of dissidents and opposition members—has always been an
inherent characteristic of Soviet totalitarianism” (Podrabinek). The Soviet Union used punitive
psychiatry to get political dissidents first declared insane, and then if they did not desist and
recant, have them locked away in insane asylums where they could not spread their dissent.

Furthermore, it was routine for dissidents judged to be particularly incorrigible to be subjected to
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inhumane treatment through superfluous medical procedures as a means of torture. And yes,
homosexuals were disproportionately targeted for punitive psychiatry (Amnesty International).
The Russian Federation has acknowledged the use of punitive psychiatry in the Soviet Union.
However, Russia today still applies at least some of the principles of punitive psychiatry to both
discredit and detain dissenters, all the while denying such procedures. While punitive psychiatry
had been used since the Stalin Era, its popularity and prevalence grew over time as the Soviet
Union liberalized and gulag prisons grew not only increasingly expensive, but also unpopular.
Psychopaths in mental hospitals replaced criminals in prison camps. The ability to make political
dissension a psychiatric illness was rooted in how the Soviet Union defined mental disorders.
The Soviet system labeled socially unaccepted or unusual behaviors as the key components of
mental illness, as opposed to them being symptoms of underlying problems. This treatment
meant that eventually political disagreement could be labeled a mental illness for the outwardly
visible actions of dissidents. This would also serve to stigmatize and isolate victims of state
repression. In modern Russia, homosexuality is labeled as a psychiatric illness; it is still treated
as a crime to be punished, and psychiatry is abused for the purpose of marginalizing and
silencing LGBT Russians. (Vaughn) Despite this action, Russian L1 speakers continue to express
dissent with current policy, staging demonstrations and speaking out for LGBT rights.

Along these lines, the first gay pride parade was held in Moscow in 2006. Officials
denied the right of the demonstrators to march, but they did anyway. As a result, the parade was
violently attacked, and people were beaten. This scenario remains a common occurrence, even
when pride parades are officially permitted. In 2012, Moscow decided to not even allow the
notion of permitting pride parades to happen, and so it banned all pride parades for the next 100

years, until 2112 (Schaaf). LGBT Russians brave enough to flout this ban find that the levels of
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violence against them at the parades have escalated even further, and with the parades being
illegal, the police often choose not to protect them from attacks by homophobic mobs. Marchers
are routinely attacked and arrested. This is the case not only at Moscow Pride, but at pride
parades throughout Russia. Police protection for marchers ranges from weak to nonexistent.
Perpetrators of violence against LGBT people, whether at a moment of opportunity or at an
LGBT event, seldom face arrest or punishment (Mohney). As a result of more fervent
expression, Russia has begun a crack down on LGBT rights through several nebulous laws,
which are easy to enforce against nearly any infraction by LGBT people.

In 2013, a law banning what was termed homosexual propaganda was passed by the
Duma. This law made it a crime for LGBT themes to be discussed or portrayed anywhere where
they may be seen by children in an effort to supposedly allow children to grow up without being
confused about sexual relationships. This law has been used to target and ban LGBT individuals,
allies, and organizations, which provide information and support to young Russians (The Facts).
Also in 2013, Russia banned adoptions of its children by homosexual couples, including both
gays and lesbians, and also banned adoptions of children by Americans, supposedly as a reaction
to the United States permitting same-sex couples to adopt and raise children (Black and
Eshchenko). In addition to keeping Russian children from potential adoptive homes, the
“notorious anti-propaganda law makes it very challenging to help LGBT youth. “‘There are so
many LGBT youth who have to run from their homes,” said Mariya Kozlovskaya, a senior
lawyer of the Russian LGBT-Network. ‘And opening a shelter for them would be illegal’”
(Madison). In 2014, “a chilling law was proposed in Russia to forcibly remove all children from
LGBT parents.... [M]Jany LGBT Russian families would likely seek asylum in the West to stop

the government from taking their children away from them [if the law passes]. The United States
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has already seen an influx of asylum seekers from Russian-speaking countries” (Madison). In the
current state of affairs, Russia has not recriminalized homosexuality, but repressive laws and
unwelcoming social attitudes keep queer persons vulnerable and LGBT themes suppressed.

Russian homophobia is based on old societal mores and sexual ideas. This is because, for
example, the anti-LGBT emphasis in Russia is, as previously mentioned, foisted almost entirely
on men, and in particular, gay men. In the old Soviet Union, the only law ever passed against
homosexuals targeted men exclusively; lesbianism and female sexuality were not legally
regulated like male expressions of queer identity. To this day, the bulk of the violence directed at
LGBT people in Russia is aimed at men by other men. The most common slurs used against
queer Russians are terms like padrila ‘padre’ and petuh ‘male rooster; cock’, both of which are
insulting terms for passive or receiving homosexuals. No such concern exists about female
sexuality. Why? Because Russians conceptualize sexuality as something that men have and
women open themselves up to receive (Pravda.ru).

The dynamic is ironclad. Men give. Women take. Women have no sex to give, so
therefore, whatever they can do does not really count as sex. This is why female homosexuality
is not targeted and why lesbianism is quietly ignored. This also helps to explain why the primary
targets of homophobia are men who receive sex from other men. It is because they are not
masculine and, therefore, not real men, but an active disgrace to the male sex. Their sexuality is
not being used on women to increase the population, but is, instead, seen as a waste of
procreative ability on other men. Their crimes in the eyes of society are twofold. They not only
allow women to lie fallow and produce nothing, but they also induce other men to waste valuable
seed on something which can never bear fruit in the form of offspring. In a country facing severe

population pressure, this is an idea that not only triggers surface outrage for being a seeming
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perversion of the natural order and the received morals of society, but also contributing to the
depopulation and weakening of the people and the nation as a whole by not producing more
children, instead of wasting time and fertility on homosexual antics. Backed by the state and the
Russian Orthodox Church, the policy leads to many homosexuals being attacked, beaten, or
worse.

Hatred against homosexuals has another origin in Russia. To be brief, enormous sectors
of the population were incarcerated in prisons during the days of the Soviet Union. The Russian
prison culture is a very violent culture fueled by men with high levels of testosterone and poor
outlets. When the old criminal culture met the mass incarcerations of people who were not
criminals of similar stripes, but were instead businessmen, artists, poets, writers, intellectuals,
philosophers, economists, scientists, engineers, designers, bankers, doctors, librarians,
professors, and every kind of man unlucky enough to draw the ire of the state security apparatus,
there was, of course, cultural exchange between mainstream Russians of every single social
stratum and the criminal underclass. Homosexuality was widespread in Russian prisons, as both
a means of sexual release and as a way of control, dominance, and humiliation (Scarce). The
strong preyed upon the weak. Inmates who were sexually exploited and used by others became
an even lower underclass of people who were essentially untouchables, more bags of skin and
bones than men. As prisoners returned to broader society, they brought their new opinions of
homosexuality and gays with them.

What had once been a taboo topic that people would simply dodge as carefully as
possible was soon understood to be something loathed and hated as unmanly, effeminate, and
weak. Even some of the words, such as petuh, which originated as prison slang for the receiving

man, are now used in wider society as homophobic slurs or just slang for gay men in general.
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The verbal emasculation of gay men even covers those who are not strict “bottoms” or receivers.
Since they are not having sex with women, their manhood must be defunct, so goes the
homophobic logic. Because they are not sexually involved with women, they are not fulfilling
their male obligation of running a family, supporting a household, and fathering children. So
even if a homosexual Russian man avoids falling into the trap of the disgrace of being a
receptive homosexual, he still falls into the trap of avoiding what are the quintessential manly
duties and identifiers of masculinity. He is still less than a man and, therefore, worthy of
contempt and beneath the respect due to men, especially from each other.

A third origin for Russian homophobia lies in the Russian Orthodox Church. Christianity
and homosexuality have a long, twisted, strained relationship, but what is more important in the
case of the Russian Orthodox Church is its relationship with the state. The church was almost
extirpated for good by Joseph Stalin during his antireligious campaigns of the late 1920s and
early 1930s. Since then, however, the church has gradually come back into prominence (Curtiss).
In communist times, this was done with the approval and quiet support of the state. Today, even
though the Russian government grants four major religions favored status, Russian Orthodoxy is
clearly the most favored by far (Thomas). Not only this, but Russian Orthodox Christianity is the
most common belief of the Russian people by plurality, though not absolute majority. The state
still supports the Orthodox faith and stands closely by the church and advocates for its principles.
The Russian Orthodox Church, in return, comes out with moral and doctrinal stances that support
the government and its ideas. This includes the government’s current antigay policies. This
collusion between church and state means that government agendas can find their way even to

apolitical Russians, or those who find themselves disillusioned or unhappy with the state and



Madison 13

political leadership. This circumstance can cause them to unknowingly back government policy,
or if they are nationalists, back the policy even more ardently for both God and country.

Russia is also playing host to American bigots who hate LGBT people (Cimarusti). There
are multiple reasons why American homophobes have turned their attention to Russia: its
Christian culture, similar cultural and family values; and Christian fellowship. (People for the
American Way) However, add the fact that the East and Global South are the new frontier for
gay rights groups, and therefore antigay groups, and the focus on Russia becomes crystal clear.
Groups like the World Congress of Families, American Family Association, and Defend the
Family are traveling abroad to countries like Russia to try to gain an advantage by preemptively
taking control of both public opinion and public policy before any progressive voices can hope to
contend against them. This is also because the antigay movement has been largely defeated in the
West (Pew Research).

With marriage equality becoming the rule rather than the exception, homophobes and
antigay groups see the culture war as having been lost in the West, but overseas in societies that
have yet to publically grapple with the issues of homosexuality and marriage equality, they see
an opportunity to get their message out and set the tone. In the West, all they could ever do was
simply defend the status quo. Abroad, however, they can lead the attack, gain momentum, seize
the initiative, and cement victories before the other side can wage an effective counterattack.

Western antigay groups have made it clear that targeting currently undecided societies is
being done purposefully and intentionally. Scott Lively, the head of the American Family
Association, not only pushed for the “Gay Propaganda Law” in Russia, but has also been active
working in Africa. His involvement in Uganda led to the drafting and then enacting of the “Kill

the Gays” law. While that law has since been repealed, the consequences of it still remain.
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Ugandans now overwhelmingly oppose homosexuality and violently attack pride parades and
murder suspected homosexuals. In a karmic way, trying to marginalize and destroy other people
for their lifestyle has come back to bite Scott Lively hard. He is currently facing a lawsuit from a
Ugandan LGBT group, which alleges that his actions leading up to the passage of the “Kill the
Gays” law, which has resulted in numerous deaths and still continues to rack up a body count
even after having been repealed, constitutes a crime against humanity. As a result, Scott Lively is
currently in very deep financial and legal trouble, which will only get worse if he loses the case.
It is putting a great strain on his finances and ability to operate (Broverman).

Other American antigay activists have made an impact in Nigeria. Bringing
homosexuality to national and religious attention in the African country led not to a unanimous
banning, but instead, to a political and religious divide. Thanks to this, there is an ongoing split
within the Anglican and Episcopalian churches around the world. This divide is centered on the
question of homosexuality and religion (Merritt). Such a church split has not affected Russia,
however. The Russian Orthodox Church still remains united with a unanimously damning stance
against homosexuality. Its current leader, Patriarch Kirill of Moscow, firmly supports Putin and
his United Russia Party. On March 21st, 2016, Patriarch Kirill said, “We are seeing how efforts
are being made in many prosperous countries to establish by law the person's right to any choice,
including the most sinful ones, those that contradict God's word, the concept of holiness,
the concept of God” (Dolgov). And furthermore, he also said later in that same sermon, “Nothing
like that had even happened on a global scale before. It is specifically at overcoming this present
day's heresy, the consequences of which can become apocalyptic, that the church must aim

the force of its protection, its word, its thought” (Dolgov).
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May 17" is the International Day Against Homophobia and Transphobia. The
abbreviation for this is IDAHOT. On this day each year, Russian LGBT activists get together to
show their pride, march through the streets of Saint Petersburg, and release balloons en mass
from Saint Isaac’s Cathedral in Saint Petersburg. Though in 2014 and 2015, the proceedings got
police protection and official sanction, IDAHOT 2016 was not protected, so it was held illegally
like the other IDAHOT marches starting from the first in 2009 (Coming Out). The number of
marching LGBT activists is growing. While only twenty people marched in IDAHOT 2009,
IDAHOT 2016 gathered a total of 350 marchers (Coming Out). Officials technically claim that
the backlash against IDAHOT this year was because of the large and visible gay contingent in
Saint Petersburg’s May Day 2016 parade. May Day, which is the first of May every year, is one
of the largest holidays of the year. In communist times, it was a day for Marxist global labor
solidarity, but it still remains prominent even more then twenty years after the end of the Soviet
Union.

Russian authorities do not like to allow gay rights marchers to march. Oftentimes,
permits and permissions to hold marches are denied in a bid to try to silence LGBT marchers by
not allowing them to march. This does not always work, and so many LGBT marches are simply
held illegally with the result of the marchers being attacked by both police and homophobes,
often assaulting the demonstration as soon as possible. The police of course arrest the marchers
for illegal demonstration and for the spreading of gay propaganda, but also often do not take
particular care not to brutalize them; nor do they deter the counter-protestors from doing much
more than killing the LGBT marchers, and also often fail to both protect the demonstrators

and/or punish their attackers on purpose. This situation has happened in Saint Petersburg already

(FlashNord).
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Recently, the Russian government allowed a gay demonstration to happen, but only right
next to a Nazi demonstration. The Neo-Nazis proceeded to live up to their heritage and attacked
the gay demonstrators. The police got involved to arrest the LGBT marchers for violating the gay
propaganda law. This is arguably an attempt to let the authorities suppress LGBT activism while
having plausible deniability about being oppressive. And in the past, a gay parade in Saint
Petersburg was held on August 2nd, which is VDV Day — a day when muscular ex-paratroopers
go out in public, get drunk, and start fights (Pravda.ru). This clearly shows dangerous situations
for LGBT activists being clearly rigged to happen by the civil authorities.

Russian LGBT community members have been fleeing the country for their liberty, their
happiness, and for their safety. In 2015, a record high number of Russian-speaking (L.1) people
marched in the New York City Pride March. All told, 250 Russian L1 speakers marched in the
parade with RUSA LGBT. One of the people interviewed, Elena Kostyuchenko, a lesbian
journalist based in Moscow, said, “This was my first Pride without fear. In Moscow, Pride
demonstrations only last around 30 seconds to a minute... then the police come and beat us. I
was hospitalized twice” (Madison). While Elena Kostyuchenko is still a resident of Russia, she
makes clear the desire of queer Russians to live in a more tolerant climate where they can be who
they are without fear of reprisal, and march without having to worry about being attacked.

Since Russia seems so keen to remove the gays, a growing number of homosexual
Russians have decided to beat the homophobes to the punch by leaving the country of their own
free will to find better and safer lives elsewhere. A gay Russian named Andrew Mironov had to
say, “In Russia, I would have gotten my Ph.D. this fall, had a job and health insurance. Now,
here, I'm nobody. Which is more important, happiness or success? I would say happiness. I feel

no fear here” (Crary). He is not the only one, although there are no hard statistics on how many
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specifically gay Russians are fleeing persecution, or even just how many of them are coming into
the United States for these reasons. According to the United States Department of Homeland
Security, the number of “Russians seeking U.S. asylum has risen from 68 in 2012 to 127 in 2013
and 161 through Oct. 30 of this year” (Crary). That is a nearly one hundred percent increase in
the number of asylum seekers, and coincides precisely with the worsening of homophobia in
Russia. It therefore stands to reason that a significant number of those asylum seekers are gay.
While there are few stories of gay Russian emigrants saying that they fled from immediate threat
of death, a running theme between different LGBT Russian expats is that they felt either
unhappy or trapped at home; hence, why they ultimately decided to flee Russia.

The question then remains — why would some L1 Russian speakers remain in their
homelands, while others would emigrate from those same countries?

When 1 first set out to write my undergraduate honors thesis, I had lofty plans to find
answers. The proposed study would have been about the experiences of lesbian, gay, bisexual,
and transgender Russian-speakers. Specifically, the questions I sought to answer were: which
types of LGBT Russian-speakers are more likely to immigrate? What issues do they face that
other LGBT Russian-speakers do not? Why do they face these issues? In general, what generates
the immigration behavior or the behavior to remain in one’s country?

I had at first wanted to research the experiences of LGBT people of Russian ethnic origin
or from a Russian-speaking country, such as Ukraine. There were two specific groups I had
proposed to research and compare — LGBT Russians who are currently living in Russian-
speaking countries, and LGBT Russians who have immigrated to the United States. I wanted to
answer questions such as why certain LGBT Russian-speakers decide to leave their countries,

while others decide to stay. My hypothesis was that homosexual/bisexual men and queer people
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with children would be most likely to emigrate from their native countries, whereas childless
lesbian/bisexual women would be most likely to continue living in their home countries.

I thought this was important to research, because I would have tried to correlate what
types of issues people who decide to immigrate face that people who decide to stay do not, and
vice versa. If certain common themes and experiences could be strongly associated with LGBT
people who felt fleeing their native country was the best option, gay rights groups in those
countries could pinpoint which issues affect their communities the most, and allocate resources
and efforts to address the problems. One must seek the root of the problem before addressing the
problem itself to ensure an effective solution.

I first obtained a pool of a possible 1,500 LGBT Russians through the Russian LGBT-
Network and had received permission from its Saint Petersburg division to issue a survey to
them. I did not personally have their contact information for security and privacy reasons. The
responders’ names and identifying information would have been kept private and coded, so as to
not identify them. I also would have been surveying Russian-speaking LGBT immigrants in the
United States. I had a pool of possible participants though RUSA LGBT, an American LGBT
organization for Russian-speaking LGBT people, mostly immigrants from Russia and former
Soviet Socialist Republics, such as Ukraine. I had plans to interview Elena Kostyuchenko about
the current climate facing gay rights activists in Russia.

I encountered many roadblocks after proposing the study to the Institutional Review
Board at Goucher College. The IRB committee wanted to be absolutely sure that no serious harm
would come to the participants. This was a reasonable worry, as the laws and climate pertaining
to gay rights in Russia is heated and uncertain. In Russia, the LGBT community is an at-risk

community, with possible risks of ostracism, being beaten up, and/or possibly being jailed and/or
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killed for their lifestyle. To counter and mitigate risks, the surveys would have been brief, sent
out through an organization by e mail, and sent as a SurveyMonkey link, that itself was linked to
the consent form (to avoid possible harm to participants). Psychological distress, such as anxiety
and regret, were possible risks. Social risks of participating existed if the information were to
surface attached to the subjects’ real names. These risks were minimal, as they would have been
addressed by keeping the information given anonymous and removing clear identifiers (use of
pseudonyms and reduction of clear identifiers). Due to the fact that the survey was brief, would
not have been attached to a particular person (filtered through a trusted activist and
SurveyMonkey), and that the participants have already been exposed by being part of the
Russian LGBT-Network, the risk was no more than what they already encounter by openly
belonging to this organization. The subjects could have withdrawn at any time.

Nevertheless, the proposal was rejected multiple times. After a semester of rejection, I
decided to focus only on the immigrants in the United States. I found sixteen willing participants
from Russia, Ukraine, Uzbekistan, and Turkey, with a larger pool of possible participants
through RUSA LGBT. I wanted to know why certain LGB L1 Russian-speakers decided to leave
their countries, and to find out what types of issues led to their immigration in order to see if
there is a pattern or common theme.

After revising and translating everything into Russian, I was on the verge of starting my
research. Unfortunately, I was again rejected by Goucher’s IRB, and I was running out of time.
My senior year was drawing to a close. I still had not even been officially approved to send out
the survey. I decided that, as I required my transcripts to matriculate in the masters program that
I have been accepted to and had scholarships riding on this matriculation, it was best to wait until

I started my master’s thesis to conduct the study, and to treat this honors thesis as the preliminary
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study and set-up for the actual survey and study. I bring up these issues with IRB here as support
for the idea that this work needs to be done, and that the danger perceived for conducting such a
study, even here in America, indicates that this issue is both important and unresolved. The gay
rights situation in Russia and its neighbors is fluctuating. Perhaps when I start my master’s
thesis, crucial new findings or laws will have come to be.

Beginning on the next page is the survey that I would have sent out to participants
through SurveyMonkey. The consent form, embedded in the SurveyMonkey as a prerequisite for
taking the survey, is also included. the survey and consent are written in Russian and English, in
the order and general format in which it would have been received. The estimated time for the
survey would be about thirty minutes. Once the survey results were received, they would have
had identifiers removed, so that the final result and findings would be untraceable to an original
participant, thereby mitigating as much risk for him\her as possible. I hope that, once I am
established in my program at Binghamton University that I will be able to clear their IRB and
study this question. Having spent an entire year in Russia looking at this topic and acquiring
more of the Russian language, I sincerely hope to be able to run the study for which this honors
thesis has served as the preparation, starting with the survey in the United States, which is most

ready for distribution.
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OnbIT pyccko-ropopsamux wWieHoB JII'BT oomunel, ;kusymux B CIIHA

Study of L1 Russian Speaking LGBT people living in the US

Hazsanue ucciaenoBanus: OnbIT pyccko-roopsmnux wieHoB JIIBT obmunsl, sxupymux B CIIIA

Title of Study: Experiences of LGBT Russian-speakers in the United States

Ecnu y Bac BO3HUKHYTB BOIIPOCH 00 3TOM MPOEKTE, MOKATYHCTa, CBSIKUTECH C:

For questions regarding the research project, please contact:

Hccnenosarenem / Researcher:

Cassidy Madison, Goucher College

Kacenaum Maaucon, Komnemx um. ['oyuepa

OnektponHas [Toura / Email: camad002@mail.goucher.edu

PykoBoautenem / Supervisor:

Annalisa Czeczulin, Ph.D., Goucher College

Annanuca Yeuynuna, JI®. Komnemx nmenu ['oyuepa
OnektponHas [Toura / Email: annalisa.czeczulin@goucher.edu

Ecnu y Bac Bo3HUKHYTBH BOIIpOCH! 0 Bamux npaBax kak CyOBeKT, MOXKaTyHCTa CBSHKUTECH C:
For questions regarding your rights as a research subject, please contact:

HUPB Konrakrom / IRB Contact:
Otnenowm [IposocTta / Provost's Office 410-337-6044
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JoroBopenue 1Jisi KBUPCKHX PYCCKOSI3bIYHbIX, KOTOPbIE ;kUBYT B CIIIA.: ITo-Pyccku

Onucanue
Sl Oymy wuccienoBarh ONBIT —PYCCKO-TOBOPAIIMX — JIECOMSHOK, Te€eB, OHCEKCyaIbHBIX,
TpaHCTeHAEPHBIX, KoTopble uMMurpupoBanu B CIHIA u3 Poccum, Ykpaunsl, Y30ekucrana, u
Typuuu. S xouy otBeTuTh Ha Bompockl, kak «llouemy nHekotopeie JII'BT, roopsimue Ha
PYCCKOM $fI3bIKE€ PEIIMIM yeXaTh W3 CBOEH cTpaHbl. Sl TOXKE€ XOUy BBISICHUTH KaKU€ MPUYHHBI
MPUBENIN K UX UMMUTPALIUN, YTOOBI YBUJIETh, €CTh JIU TIOBTOPHI.

Omnpoc Oyaet nauthess MUHYT 30-45.
Puck
JI'B cumraercst OOIMIMHOM, KOTOpas CYMIECTBYET TOJ COIHAIBHOM yrpo3oi B poauHe. EcTh
pUCKHM  OCTpaku3Ma, (HU3MYECKOro  HACWIWsA, W/WIM  T1pecienoBaHus. Bo3MokHbIe
SMOILIMOHABHBIE PUCKH BKIIIOYAIOT NICUXOJIOITMUECKUN CTPEcC, UyBCTBA TPEBOTU, HOCTAIbIUHU, U
BOCIIOMUHAHUSI TpPaBMaTHYECKUX cilydaeB. ECTh colManmbHble PUCKH OCTpaKkuW3Ma, CEMEHHOro
pacnazaa, ¥ HOTEpH APy3€il.

[Iporecc onpoca B 3TO# aHKETE COJAEPKUT MHOTO TIPEIOCTOPOKHOCTEH. S Oyy 3amaBath
ONpOChl M Ha PYCCKOM SI3bIKE M Ha aHIIUHCKOM s3blke. OMNpochl € OTBETOM Jla/HET U
MIPOHYMEPOBAaHHBIMU OIlleHKaMu «JlaiikepT» OyayT BBITIOJIHEHBI OHJIAWH Ha SurveyMonkey. S
MO0 CCHUIKY JUIsl ompoca Ha SurveyMonkey ydacTHHKaM TO 3JICGKTPOHHOHM MOYTE Ka)JA0To
ydacTHUKA. TakuM 00pa3oM MHE MOKHO OyZeT 4MTaTh OTBETHI, HE 3Has KTO HA HUX OTBETUI.
VYyacTHUKHM Bce ocTraioTcss B TaiiHe. Ecnm onpenenéHHble OMBITHI MCIONB3YIOTCS B KadyecTBE
CIIpaBOYHOM WH(pOpPMAIMU WM TOAPOOHO, s Ha3Hauy oOumi mnceBgoHMM («Marmay wim

«Muiay, HanpUMep) BMECTO HACTOSIIETO UMEHHU.
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Puck, uro kto-HMOynp y3HaeT Bac depes Bamm oTtBeThl MuHUMAaineH. Bame wnwms,
dbamunus u Bcs mHGOpMaIus, KOTopyro Bbl nagute o cedbe OyayT KoHbuUaeHIIHaIbHbIMU. V3-32a
TOTO, YTO ONPOC KOPOTKUI U HE CBs3eH ¢ Bamel muuHocThIO, Bam oOmuii puck He OyneT BhIIIIE,
YEeM OH YK€ €CTb.

Y4acTHUKHM UMEIOT MPaBo B J1I000€ BpeMsl OTKa3aThCsl OTBEYATh Ha BOIIPOCHI UJIN YHTH U3
Hccie0BaHus 0€3 KaKuX-Tu00 mTpadHbIX CAHKITUN WIH ITOCICACTBUH.

Omnarel

Y4acTHUKH HE TTOJTYy4alOT HUKAKOW KOMITIEHCAIlUU, IEHE)KHOM WIIM APYTOil, 32 y4acTHUEe B OMPOCE.
KonpuaenunaabHocTh

JIMYHOCTH YYaCTHUKOB, KOTOPBIE 3AMOJHAT OMPOC OCTAHETCS MOJHOCTHIO KOH(HIEHIUAIBHOM.
VY4yacTHUKM MOJTy4yaT MPOU3BOJIbHBIN HOMEp B KOHIlE ornpoca. Bes nndopmanus uaeHTUIHOCTH
OyIneT yHHMUYTOKEHa C HOMEpOM B KoOHILE ompoca. Eciau omnpenenéHHble OMNBITH OyayT
WCIIOJIb30BaHbI B KaueCTBE CIPAaBOYHOW WHGOpPMAIMU WM TOAPOOHO, s Ha3HAYy OOIIMA
nceBioHUM («Marmmay winn «Muiay, HanmpuMep) onbiTaM. Hu oTorpaduii Hu ono3HaBaTeIbHBIX
3HAKOB HE OYyJET B IPOCKTE.

IIpaBa OTxona

Bbl nmpuHHMaeTe yyacTHe B 3TOM OIPOCE COBCEM JOOpPOBOJIbHO. YYAaCTHHKH MMEIOT MpPaBO B
a000e BpeMsl OTKa3aThCs OTBEYaTh Ha BOMPOCHI MM YHTH U3 HCCIIENOBaHUS 0e3 KaKuX-Iu0o

mTpadHBIX CAHKIIMA WX TTOCJICICTBHA.
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1. Hoobposonvnoe Coznacue

1. 51 yurasn(a) undopmManmio Bbilie U 51 100POBOJHLHO COTJIANIAKCH Y4aCTBOBATH B
3TOM NpOEKTe.

2. 51 noHuMalo, YTO 3TOT MPOEKT OyAeT MPOUCXOAUTH O YCJIOBUSAM CTPOroi
KOH(UIEHIUATBHOCTHIO M YTO MOH NPABbI YYACTHUKA OYAYT 3alllMIEeHbI.

3. MHe coo01mn/in 3apaHee Kakasi y MeHs1 Oy/JeT ejib M YTO MHe HaJ0 Oy/eT Je1aTh
B ompoce.

4. MHe 0blL12 IPe10CTABJIEHA BO3MOKHOCTh 321aBaTh BOIIPOCHI, U OTBEThl HA MOH
BONPOCHI MEHs Y/10BJIETBOPHJIH.

5. 51 3Ha10, YTO 51 MMEI0 NMPABO 0TKA3aThCHA U MPEKPATUTH YYacTHe B JI1000e Bpems,
0e3 yuiepoa.

6. Ecsiu 11 peliry He y4acTBOBATh B 3TOM HCCJI€0BATEIHLCKOM MPOEKTE He OyAyT
3aTPOHYTHI MOE€ BBICTYIUICHHE H/UJIM OLIEHKA B JJIOOOM Kypce, CBA3aHHbIN ¢ I TUM
HCCJIeJ0BATEIbCKUM MTPOEKTOM.

7. 51 nonumaro, 4To MHe HaJa0 ObITH 18 JieT WM crapuie, 4To0bl y4aCTBOBATH B 3TOM
NpoeKTe, MM Ha0 npenoctaBuTh «Poaurensckoe Cornacus 1ias1 Y4yacTus B
IIpoexTe» ¢ moanuchb0 Moux poaurteseil nin onekyna (Oraen IIpoBocra). S Toke
NMOHMMAI0, YTO MHE HA/I0 OTAATh 3Ty AHKETY MCCJIeI0BaTe/I0 10 TOr0 KaK s 0yau

y4acTBOBATH B NPOEKTe.

A noomeepxcoaro, umo mue 18 nem unu 6onvuie:

O Ha

O Her
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A nonumaro, Ymo pucKku ImMoz20 UCCe008aHUA, U YMO A MO2Y YiUmu 6 10001 MomeHm 6e3
wmpagpnvix cankyuii. Ilpooonscas uccnedosanue, s 0arw coziacue Ha 6ce 8blULECKA3AHHOE.
O Ha

O Her

Consent for LGBT Russian L1 speakers, who live in the USA: In English

Description
I will be researching the experiences of native Russian-speaking (L1) lesbian, gay, and bisexual,
and transgender (LGBT) people from Russia, Ukraine, Uzbekistan, and Turkey, who have
immigrated to the United States. I am seeking answers to such questions as why certain LGBT
L1 Russian-speakers decide to leave their countries. I would also like to find out what types of
issues led to their immigration in order to see if there is a pattern.

The survey should take around 30-45 minutes.
Risks
The US LGBT community is an at-risk community, whose members risk ostracism, persecution,
and potential battery. They also may also experience psychological distress, feelings of anxiety,
homesickness, and memories of traumatic experiences. In their birth countries, the social risks of
participating in a study could include family rejection and loss of friends. These risks will be
minimized in this study because the subjects are living permanently in the United States and are

(13

considered “out”, so no further damage to them or their health will result from the
SurveyMonkey survey.

All risks will be addressed through several safeguards. I will be conducting surveys in

Russian and English. The yes/no and Likert scale survey will be conducted through Survey
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Monkey. I will email a link to the Survey Monkey questionnaire to participants who have agreed
participate in the survey (by signing and returning the consent form). The questionnaire will be
completed online, and I will be able to read the responses without tracing them to the
participants. Participants will be de-identified (names originally attached for purpose of
surveying, but removed before analysis). If certain experiences are used as background
information or discussed in detail, generic pseudonyms (“Masha” or “Misha,” for example) will
be attributed to them.

In addition, specific background on the topic will be provided to me by Russian journalist
and activist, Elena Kostyuchenko, who understands the risks, and has given many interviews on
the subject of LGB rights without incurring additional risk to herself.

Subjects may withdraw at any time, with no harm or consequence to them.
Compensation
Subjects will not receive compensation, monetary or otherwise, for participating in the survey.
Confidentiality
Participants will be de-identified (names originally attached for purpose of surveying, but
removed before analysis). Subjects will be assigned a number randomly upon receipt of the
survey. All identifying information will be permanently removed with the assignment of the
random number and receipt of the survey. If certain experiences are used as background
information or discussed in detail, I will assign a generic pseudonym (“Masha” or “Misha,” for
example) to said experiences. No photographs or identifiers will be utilized in the project.

Right to Withdraw
Participation in this survey is completely voluntary. Subjects have the right to withdraw from the

study at any time without any penalty or consequence.
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2. Voluntary Agreement

1. I have read the information above and freely volunteer to participate in this research
project.

2. I understand that all aspects of this project will be carried out in the strictest of
confidence and in a manner in which my rights as a human subject are protected.

3.1 have been informed in advance as to what my task(s) will be and what procedures will
be followed.

4. 1 have been given the opportunity to ask questions, and have had my questions answered
to my satisfaction.

5.1 am aware that I have the right to withdraw consent and discontinue participation at
any time, without prejudice.

6. If I decide not to participate in this research project my performance and/or grade in
any course associated with this research project will not be affected.

7. I understand that I must be at least 18 years old to participate in this project, or have

a “Parental Consent Form for Research Participation” on file with the Provost’s Office
with my parent’s or guardian’s signature. I also understand that I must present a copy of

this form to the researcher prior to consenting to this study.

I confirm that I am at least 18 years old:

J Yes

O No
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3. Tunderstand the risks of this research and that I can withdraw at any time without penalty. By
continuing the survey, I consent to all of the above.

J Yes

O No



Bonpoch! 111 KBUPCKHX PYCCKOA3BIYHBIX, KOTOpLIE ;KUBYT B CIIIA.

Questions for LGBT Russian L1 speakers, who live in the USA: In English

4. Bvl kakoz2o nona? (ommembme éce nooxooauiue eapuanmaol)
What is your gender? (check all that apply)

(0 MycKkoro

Man

[ JKeHnckoro

Woman

(0 Tpancrenaep

Transgender

O Hpyroro [0TBeT]

Other (please specify)

5. Kaxasa y Bac cekcyanvnasn opuenmayun?
What is your sexual orientation?

O I'eit

Gay

0 JlecOusinka

Lesbian

[J Bucekcyainen/Ha

Bisexual

6. Ckonwvko Bam nem?
How old are you?

7. B kakoit chepe Bot pabomaeme?
What is your field of work?
(0 B Hay4HOU

Science

[0 B cdepe uckyccrna

Art

O B CMU

Media

0 B cdepe oOpazoBanus
Education

O B MemunmHCKOH
Medicine
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J 41 ne paboraio

I do not work

OO B npyroii [oTBeT]
Other (please specify)

8. JIuunasa cexcyansnocms énusem na Bawy npogpeccuro?

Was your choice of profession influenced by your sexual orientation?
O Ha

Yes

O Her

No

9. Mecmoycumenscmeo? [2opoo u wumam]
Where do you live? [city and state]

10. Bot u3 kaxkou cmpanvt?
Which country are you from?
0 Poccun

Russia

(0 Ykpaunsl

Ukraine

O Hpyro# [oTBeT]

Other (please specify)

11. I'oe But évtpocau? [20po0 u okpysicenuel
Where did you grow up? [city and region]

12. Bawa penucua?

What is your religion?

(0 IIpaBociiaBHOE XpUCTHAHCTBO
Orthodox Christianity

O Karomumusm

Catholicism

0 ITporecTtanTr3mM
Prodestantism

O Uynausm

Judaism
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0 Ucnam

Islam

[J ArHocTuk / 6e3 peuruu
Agnostic / unaffliated

0 Ateusm

Atheism

O Hpyras (oTBeT)

Other (please specify)

13. Cxonvko Bam 0v1710 1em, Ko20a 8l 0enanu «Kamunz-aym»?
When did you come out?
O Mo 18 ner

Before age 18

[ 18-23 ner

18-23 years old

[ 24-29 ner

24-29 years old

[ 30-35 ner

30-35 years old

(0 36-41 ner

36-41 years old

(0 42-48 ner

42-48 years old

(0 49-55 ner

49-55 years old

0 56+ ner

Older than 56 years old
[J He 6b110 KamMHuHT-ayTa
I never came out

14. Kozoa Bul y3nanu, umo Bt 6viiu keup?
At what age did you realize you weren’t heterosexual?
O Mo 13 ner

Before 13 years old

0 13-17 ner

13-17 years old

[ 18-23 ner

18-23 years old

[ 24-29 ner

24-29 years old

[ 30-35 ner

30-35 years old



O 36-41 ner
36-41 years old
(0 42-48 net
42-48 years old
(0 49-55 ner
49-55 years old
0 56+ ner

Older than 56 years old
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15. Komy Bwvt pacckazanu o Baweit uoenmuunocmu? (ommemome éce nooxooaujue

eapuanmal)

To whom did you come out? (check all that apply)

[0 Marepu
Mother

O Oty
Father

(0 bpaty nnu cectpe

Siblings

0 JIpyrum poACTBEHHUKaM

Other relatives

0 XKene / myxy
Wife / husband
O Hetam
Children

O JIro60BbHUKAM
Significant others
O Komreram
Coworkers

(0 HayasnbHUKY
Boss

O py3bsim
Friends

0 CoyueHukam
Classmates

O IIpodeccopam
Professors

0 Hukomy

I never came out

16. Kmo-nuoyow packpwin Bac 6e3 Bawezo cocnacua?
Have you ever been "outed" without your consent?

O Ha
Yes
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(J Het
No

17. C kem 6vt ycuseme?

What are your living arrangements?
(J S »xuBYy onuH/0IHA

I live alone

0 C napTHEpOM

With a partner

O C poautensiMu / poICTBEHHUKAMH
With parents / relatives

O B oOmexxurenu

At university

0 C toBapuiieM 1o KOMHaTe

With a roommate

O S 6e3noMHbII/as

I don’t have a permanent home/I am homeless

18. B oannwtit momenm y Bac ecmo cynpyz(a) Bawezo nona?

Are you currently married to or in a relationship with someone of the same sex?
O Ha

Yes

O Her

No

19. B oannwtit momenm y Bac ecmo cynpyz(a) npomueononosricrnozo nona?

Are you currently married to or in a relationship with someone of a different sex?
O Ha

Yes

O Her

No

20. Ilpuuunou eawezo paspwviea uiu pazeooa asunace Bawa cexcyanvnasn opuenmayun?
Have you ever been divorced or ended a romantic relationship because of your sexual
orientation?

O Ha

Yes

O Her

No



21. Y Bac ecmb oemu?
Do you have children?
O Ha

Yes

O Her

No

22. Bl k020a-Huoyob yuacmeosaiu 6 «npaiioy/2ei-napaoe ¢ poonoe cmpane?
Have you participated in Gay Pride demonstrations in your country of origin?
O Ha

Yes

O Her

No

23. Bol cmompenu makue napaovt no pyccKomy meesusopy uiu nepeoave?
Have you ever seen Gay Pride parades on Russian-language television?

O Ha

Yes

O Her

No

24. Bac koz20a-nHuoyobs 3adeprcanu na 2ei-napade?

Have you ever been arrested while peacefully walking in a Gay Pride march?
O Ha

Yes

O Her

No

25. Bol cuumaeme cedsn Keup-akmueucmom?
Do you consider yourself an LGBT activist?

O Ha
Yes

0 Her
No
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26. Bawu poonvie, opy3vs, Konecu, uiu Ha4aibcmeo 3narom o Baweii keupckoi
akmugnocmu?

Are your family, friends, coworkers, or employers aware of your LGBT activism?
O Ha

Yes

0 Her

No

[J A ner akTuBHCT(Ka)

I am not an activist

27. Bol wacmo ovigaeme @ 2eii kayoax?
Do you frequent LGBT nightclubs?

O Ha

Yes

0 Her

No

28. B oemcmee, 6bl K020a-HUOYOb X0meau yoexrcams u3z 0omy?

Did you ever run away or consider running away from home as a minor?
OMa

Yes

O Her

No

29. B kaxom 200y Bovt ummuzpupoeanu 6 Amepuxy?
What year did you immigrate to the United States?

30. Kaxue npob.aemut oviiu y Bac 6 poonoit cmpane? (ommemovme 6ce nooxooauwjue
eapuanmal)

What problems did you face in your country of origin? (check all that apply)
O JduckpumuHaius Ha pabote

Job discrimination

O Crurma

Ostracism

O be3moMHOCTH

Homelessness

[0 ®uznyeckoe HacuiIne

Physical violence

[0 CekcyalibHOE HaCUIUE

Sexual violence
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[0 CnoBecHbIE yrpo3bl

Verbal threats

0 ITokymienus Ha Bally *HU3Hb

Attempts on your life

(0 YTpo3bl NpOTUB aeTel

Threats of your children being taken from you
O dpyrue [OANUIINATE 31ECH |

Other (please specify)

31. Baw napmuép ummuzpupoean/a c Bamu?

Did you bring your partner with you when you emigrated from your native country?
O Ha

Yes

0 Her

No

[0 Bonnpoc He OTHOCHUTCSI KO MHE

N/A

32. Bawu 0oemu ummuzpuposaiu c eamu?

Did you bring your children with you when you emigrated from your native country?
O Ha

Yes

0 Her

No

[0 Bonnpoc He OTHOCHUTCSI KO MHE

N/A

33. Bul cmapanuce naitmu yoexcuuie?
Have you tried/succeeded in gaining asylum?
O Ha, u 51 Hamia

Yes, and I have succeeded

O Ha, u s He HalLia

Yes, and I have failed

O A B mporiecce

I am currently in the process

[J Her, u y MeHs TakuX IJIaHOB HET
No, and I don't plan to

[0 Her, HO 5 JIaHUPYIO UCKATh

No, but I plan to

[0 Bonnpoc HE OTHOCHUTCSI KO MHE

N/A
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34. Ilouemy Bot ummuzpuposanu ¢ CILIA? (ommembvme 6ce nooxooauiue eapuanmast)
Why did you immigrate to the United States? (check all that apply)
0 Haiitu pabota

To find work

[0 N36exaTh HacHIUs

To escape violence

[0 N36exaTh AUCKPUMHUHALIUIO

To escape discrimination

(0 HaliTu y4niyro Ku3Hb

To find a better life

[0 )KuTk ¢ poACTBEHHUKaMU KOTOpbIE paHblle nepeexanu B CILITA
To live with family already living in the US

[J OGpa3zoBaHue

To get an education

O Hdpyroe [mOANUIINTE 3/1€CH |

Other (please specify)

35. Kaxue npooaemut ecmov y Baac ¢ CILIA? (ommembme éce nooxooaujue eapuanmat)
What challenges do you face now in the United States? (check all that apply)
0 Tpynno HaiiTu paboty

Difficulty finding work

0 A3bIk

Language barrier / learning English

[J be31OMHOCTB / TPYTHO HANTH JKUITUIIE
Homelessness / housing discrimination

0 TpynHo HaiiTu 11000Bb

Difficulty finding love

O OgnHOYECTBO

Isolation

(0 TpyaHO HalTH IPUIOT

Difficulty obtaining asylum

[0 TpyaHo cTaTh rpakJaHUHOM
Difficulty obtaining citizenship

O benaocThb

Poverty

O 'omoobust

Homophobia

O dpyroe [MOANUIINTE 3/1€CH |

Other (please specify)
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36. Bot 6vinu 6 «npaiioy/zeii-napaoe 6 Amepuke?

Have you participated in Gay Pride demonstrations in the US?
O Ha

Yes

O Her

No

Tenepv mol nepetidem K 8onpocam ¢ OYeHOUHOU wKaiou. Bvibepume nomep, komopuwlil ayuuie
onucvieaem, kak Bvl Oymaeme o kasxxcoom sasenenuu. 1 3uauum, umo Bul ouensv ne coenachel, u 5

3Hauum, umo Buvl ouens coenacuwl ¢ 3a56/1eHUEM.

You will now be presented with questions containing a number scale. Please choose the number
that best describes your attitude towards each statement, with [ indicating you strongly
DISAGREE with the statement at hand, and 5 indicating you strongly AGREE with the statement
at hand.

37. «f omKkpuimutii/aa necouanka / oucekcyanen/na / 2ei.»
“I am openly lesbian, gay, or bisexual.”

1 2 3 4 5
Ouens He cornacen/a He cormacen/a Heiitpan Cornacen/a OueHb coryiaceH/a
Strongly disagree Disagree  Noreaction  Agree Strongly agree

38. «A 0osonen ceoeil cekcyanbnou opuenmayueil. )
“I am comfortable with my sexual orientation.”

1 2 3 4 5
Ouens He cornacen/a He cormacen/a Heiitpan Cornacen/a OueHb coryiaceH/a
Strongly disagree Disagree  No reaction  Agree Strongly agree
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39. «/I100eii, Komopule 3narm, Ymo A Keup, CMAu XyxHce OMmHOCUMbCA KO MHE.»
“The attitudes of the people to whom I came out changed in a negative way.”

1 2 3 5
OueHb HE He Heiirpan 4 OueHb Bonpoc He oTHOCUTCS
corjaces/a corjiaceH/a No Cornacen/a  cormnacen/a KO MHE
Strongly disagree  Disagree reaction Agree Strongly agree N/A

40. «bvina ouckpumunayua nNPOMUE MeHs 8 YyHUGEPCUneme, NOMOMy 4Ymo A KUup.»
“I experienced discrimination based on my sexual orientation at university.”

1 2 3 5
OueHb HE He Heitrpan 4 OueHb Bonpoc He oTHOCUTCS
corjaces/a corjiaceH/a No Cornacen/a  cormnacen/a KO MHE
Strongly disagree  Disagree reaction Agree Strongly agree N/A

41. «A uyecmeosan/a ceda HeyO0OOHO UnU 6 ONACHOCHU 8 YHUBEPCUMEmE U3-3a MOel
CeKCyanbHoll OpueHmayuu. »
“I have felt threatened and uncomfortable based on my sexual orientation at university.”

1 2 3 5
OueHb HE He Heitrpan 4 OueHb Bonpoc He oTHOCUTCS
corjaces/a corjiaceH/a No Cornacen/a  cormnacen/a KO MHE
Strongly disagree  Disagree reaction Agree Strongly agree N/A

42. «Cmyoenmul 6 MOeM YHUGEPCUNIEME HCECMOKO OMHOCUIUCH KO MHE, U3-30 MOell
CeKCyanbHoll OpueHmayuu. »
“The students at my university treated me poorly based on my sexual orientation.”

1 2 3 5
OueHb HE He Heitrpan 4 OueHb Bonpoc He oTHOCUTCS
corjaces/a corjiaceH/a No Cornacen/a  cormiacen/a KO MHE
Strongly disagree  Disagree reaction Agree Strongly agree N/A

43. «Ilpogheccopa ¢ moem ynusepcumeme s3#cecmoko OMHOCUTUCH KO MHE U3-3A MOell
CeKCyanbHoll OpueHmayuu. »
“The professors at my university treated me poorly based on my sexual orientation.”

| 2 3 4 5 Bonpoc He oTHOCUTCS
OueHb HE He Hetitpan Cormacen/a OueHb KO MHE
corJjlaceH/a corjlaceH/a No Agree corjaceH/a N/A
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Strongly disagree  Disagree reaction Strongly agree

44. «A ne mo2/na yuacmeoeams ¢ HEKOMOPHIX MEPORPUAMUAX 6 YHUGEPCUMEme, U3-30 MOel
CeKCyanbHoll OpueHmayuu. »
“I was unable to participate in certain activities based on my sexual orientation at university.”

1 2 3 5
OueHb HE He Heitrpan 4 OueHb Bonpoc He oTHOCUTCS
corjaces/a corjiaceH/a No Cornacen/a  cormnacen/a KO MHE
Strongly disagree  Disagree reaction Agree Strongly agree N/A

45. «Ecmb OucKkpumunayus npomue MeHsa Ha padome u3-3a mMoeil CeKCyanibHoll
opuenmavuu.)
“I experienced discrimination based on my sexual orientation at my job.”

1 2 3 5
OueHb HE He Heitrpan 4 OueHb Bonpoc He oTHOCUTCS
corjaces/a corjiaceH/a No Cornacen/a  cormnacen/a KO MHE
Strongly disagree  Disagree reaction Agree Strongly agree N/A

46. «A 60sanacw 3a cebsa Ha pabome, NOMOMY YMO A KEUP.»
“I have felt threatened and uncomfortable based on my sexual orientation at my job.”

1 2 3 5
OueHb HE He Heitrpan 4 OueHb Bonpoc He oTHOCUTCS
corjaces/a corjiaceH/a No Cornacen/a  cormnacen/a KO MHE
Strongly disagree  Disagree reaction Agree Strongly agree N/A

47. «Mne omkazanu é pabome u3-3a Moeil CeKcyanbHoul OpUEeHMAayuU.»
“I have been denied a job based on my sexual orientation.”

1 2 3 5
OueHb HE He Heitrpan 4 OueHb Bonpoc He oTHOCUTCS
corjaces/a corjiaceH/a No Cornacen/a  cormiacen/a KO MHE
Strongly disagree  Disagree reaction Agree Strongly agree N/A

48. «A nomepan/a pabomy, uz-3a moeil ceKcyanibHou OpUeHMAayuu.»
“I have been fired from a job based on my sexual orientation.”

| 2 3 4 5 Bonpoc He oTHOCUTCS
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OueHb HE He Hetitpan Cormacen/a OueHb KO MHE
corJjlaceH/a corjlaceH/a No Agree corjaceH/a N/A
Strongly disagree  Disagree reaction Strongly agree

49. «Mou opy3bsa 6 0CHOBHOM KEUPDL.»
“I confine my circle of friends to the LGB community.”

1 2 3 4 5
Ouens He cornacen/a He cormacen/a Heiirpan Cornacen/a OueHb coriiaces/a
Strongly disagree Disagree  Noreaction  Agree Strongly agree

50. «A cmankuesaroce ¢ ouckpumunayueil / 100U nPUOUPAIOMCA KO MHE U3-3a MOoell
CeKCyanbHOll OpueHmayuu. »
“I experience daily discrimination or harassment based on my sexual orientation.”

1 2 3 4 5
Ouensb He cornacen/a He cormacen/a Heiitpan Cornacen/a OueHb coriiaces/a
Strongly disagree Disagree  No reaction  Agree Strongly agree

51. «Mensa uzousanu uz-3a moeii CeKCyanbHoOU OpUESHMAYUU. »
“I have been physically attacked because of my sexual orientation.”

1 2 3 4 5
Ouens He cornacen/a He cormacen/a Heiirpan Cornacen/a OueHb coryiaceH/a
Strongly disagree Disagree  Noreaction  Agree Strongly agree

52. «Mena komnpomemupoeanu uz-3a moeil CeKCyaibHol OpueHmayuu. )
“I have been blackmailed because of my sexual orientation.”

1 2 3 4 5
Ouens He cornacen/a He cormacen/a Heiitpan Cornacen/a OueHb coryiaceH/a
Strongly disagree Disagree  No reaction  Agree Strongly agree

53. «Al uznacunoean/a, uz-3a moeit ceKcyaibHol OpuUeHmMayuu.»
“I have been sexually assaulted because of my sexual orientation.”

1 2 3 4 5
Ouens He cornacen/a He cormacen/a Heiirpan Cornacen/a OueHb coryiaceH/a
Strongly disagree Disagree  No reaction  Agree Strongly agree
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54. «ITokywianu na Mmoo Hcu3nv, U3-3a Moeil CeKCyaabHOl OPUEHMAYUU. )
“My life has been threatened because of my sexual orientation.”

1 2 3 4 5
Ouens He cornacen/a He cormacen/a Heiirpan Cornacen/a OdueHb coriiaces/a
Strongly disagree Disagree  No reaction  Agree Strongly agree

55. «A »cuey c napmuépom u coceoam Imo ne HpaBUMCA.»
“I live with my partner, and the attitude of my neighbors to the arrangement is negative.”

1 2 3 5
OueHb HE He Heitrpan 4 OueHb Bonpoc He oTHOCUTCS
corjaces/a corjiaceH/a No Cornacen/a  cormnacen/a KO MHE
Strongly disagree  Disagree reaction Agree Strongly agree N/A

56. «Obwecmeennoe muenue o JII'b nocmenenno usmensemca K ayuumemy. Ceiiuac zeii
cooowecmea 6o0n1ee mepnumul 6 Poccuu uem ovino panvuie kozoa s 6vli/a moosce.»
“I have found more tolerance towards LGB people as I have grown older.”

1 2 3 4 5
Ouens He cornacen/a He cormacen/a Heiitpan Cornacen/a OueHb coryiaceH/a
Strongly disagree Disagree  No reaction  Agree Strongly agree

57. «Ecmb 601buie oonycka, 015 1eCOUAHOK, YeM 0711 OUCEKCYAIbHBIX UTIU 2€€8.)
“There is more tolerance towards lesbians than gay men and bisexuals.”

1 2 3 4 5
Ouens He cornacen/a He cormacen/a  Heiirpan Cornacen/a OdueHb coryiaces/a
Strongly disagree Disagree  No reaction  Agree Strongly agree

58. «Cymecmeyem oo1vuie noonasxicex 6 oouecmee, 011 2eee, uem 0Jis J1eCOUAHOK unu
OuceKkcyanbHbIX.»
“There is more tolerance towards gay men than lesbians and bisexuals.”

1 2 3 4 5
Ouens He cornacen/a He cormacen/a Heiitpan Cornacen/a OueHb coryiaceH/a
Strongly disagree Disagree  No reaction  Agree Strongly agree
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59. «Cymecmeyem 6o1vue nodaasxicek 6 oduecmee 011 OGUCEKCYanbHbIX, YeM 0I5 1eCOUAHOK
unu 2eee.»
“There is more tolerance towards bisexuals than gay men and lesbians.”

1 2 3 4 5
Ouens He cornacen/a He cormacen/a Heiitpan Cornacen/a OueHb coryiaces/a
Strongly disagree Disagree  Noreaction  Agree Strongly agree

60. «Cywecmeyem 60.1buie noOaaN}CEK 0151 1€COUAHOK U OUCEKCYATbHBIX HCCHUUH, YeM 014
2ee6 UlU OUCEKCYATbHBIX MYHCUUH. »
“There is more tolerance towards lesbian and bisexual women than gay men.”

1 2 3 4 5
Ouens He cornacen/a He cormacen/a Heiitpan Cornacen/a OueHb coryiaces/a
Strongly disagree Disagree  Noreaction  Agree Strongly agree

61. «Cywmecmeyem 601buie nOOIAIHCEK, 017 2€€6 U OUCEKCYAIbHBIX MYHCUUH, UeM
HCEHUWUHAM. )
“There is more tolerance towards gay and bisexual men than lesbians and bisexual women.”

1 2 3 4 5
Ouens He cornacen/a He cormacen/a Heiitrpan Cornacen/a OueHb coriiaceH/a
Strongly disagree Disagree  No reaction  Agree Strongly agree

62. «Tpanczenoepu npunaonexcam ¢ JII'bT oowune.»
“Transgender people belong in the queer community.”

1 2 3 4 5
Ouens He cornacen/a He cormacen/a Heiitpan Cornacen/a OueHb coryiaceH/a
Strongly disagree Disagree  Noreaction  Agree Strongly agree

63. «A 3narw mnozo o Keup-akmugHocmu 6 pOOHOI cmpane.»
“I am knowledgeable about LGBT activism in my country of origin.”

1 2 3 4 5
Ouens He cornacen/a He cormacen/a Heiitrpan Cornacen/a OueHb coriiaceH/a
Strongly disagree Disagree  No reaction  Agree Strongly agree
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64. «A 3nar mMnoz2o 0 Keup-aKmugHoCmMuU 6He POOHOI CHIPAHDL. »
“I am knowledgeable about LGBT activism outside of my country of origin.”

1 2 3 4 5
Ouens He cornacen/a He cormacen/a Heiirpan Cornacen/a OueHb coryiaceH/a
Strongly disagree Disagree  Noreaction  Agree Strongly agree

65. «A nonosxccumensHo OMHOULYCH K K6UP-AKMUGHOCHU 8 POOHOIL CIMPAHE. )
“I have a positive attitude towards LGBT activism in my country of origin.”

1 2 3 4 5
Ouens He cornacen/a He cormacen/a Heiirpan Cornacen/a OueHb coriiaceH/a
Strongly disagree Disagree  No reaction  Agree Strongly agree

66. «A nonosicumenbHo OMHOULYCH K KEUP-AKMUGHOCHIU 8HE POOHOIL CHIPAHDL. »
“I have a positive attitude towards LGBT activism outside of my country of origin.”

1 2 3 4 5
Ouens He cornacen/a He cormacen/a Heiitpan Cornacen/a OueHb coryiaceH/a
Strongly disagree Disagree  No reaction  Agree Strongly agree

67. «Omnowenue k JII'BT nyuwe ene poonoii cmpanul.)
“Attitudes regarding LGBT people outside of my country of origin are more positive.”

1 2 3 4 5
Ouens He cornacen/a He cormacen/a Heiitpan Cornacen/a OueHb coriiaceH/a
Strongly disagree Disagree  No reaction  Agree Strongly agree

68. «Mos penuzusa He 0000paenm Mol CEKCyalbHYI0 OPUECHMAUUIO. )
“My religious beliefs conflict with my sexual orientation.”

1 2 3 4 5
Ouens He cornacen/a He cormacen/a Heiirpan Cornacen/a OueHb coryiaceH/a
Strongly disagree Disagree  No reaction  Agree Strongly agree

69. «JItoou npusnasanucey Mue, 4mo y Hux nioxoe muenue cnoxcunocy Kk JIIbT uz-3a
PeNUSUOZHBIX YOEIHCOCHUIL. )
“People have cited religious beliefs in their negativity towards my sexual orientation.”

1 2 3 4 5
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Ouens He cornacen/a He cormacen/a Heiirpan Cornacen/a OueHb coriiaces/a
Strongly disagree Disagree  Noreaction  Agree Strongly agree

70. «A dyman/a 06 Imuzpayuu moavKo u3- 3a Moeil CeKcyanbHol OpuUeHmayuu.»
"I considered emigrating from my country of origin due to my sexual orientation.”

1 2 3 4 5
Ouens He cornacen/a He cormacen/a Heiirpan Cornacen/a OueHb coryiaceH/a
Strongly disagree Disagree  Noreaction  Agree Strongly agree

71. «A oyman/a uckame yoexcuuiy uz-3a moeil ceKcyaibHoll OpueHmayuu. )
“I considered seeking asylum in another country due to my sexual orientation.”

1 2 3 4 5
Ouens He cornacen/a He cormacen/a Heiirpan Cornacen/a OueHb coryiaceH/a
Strongly disagree Disagree  No reaction  Agree Strongly agree

72. «Moa JICBT uoenmuunocms sgunace 2nasnoi npudunou ummuzpayuu ¢ CILA.»
“Being identified as LGBT was the primary reason I immigrated to the United States.”

1 2 3 4 5
Ouens He cornacen/a He cormacen/a Heiitpan Cornacen/a OueHb coryiaceH/a
Strongly disagree Disagree  No reaction  Agree Strongly agree

73. «Mos xcu3ne yayquunace nocie moz2o, Kax a ummuzpuposan/a ¢ CILA.»
“My life has improved since I immigrated to the United States.”

1 2 3 4 5
Ouens He cornacen/a He cormacen/a Heiirpan Cornacen/a OueHb coryiaceH/a
Strongly disagree Disagree  Noreaction  Agree Strongly agree

74. «Kuznw ¢ CLIIA nezue, uem 6 poonoii cmpane.»
“Life in the United States is easier than life in my country of origin.”

1 2 3 4 5
Ouens He cornacen/a He cormacen/a Heiitpan Cornacen/a OueHb coryiaceH/a
Strongly disagree Disagree  No reaction  Agree Strongly agree
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75. «A xouy éepuymucsa 00pamuo 6 6010 POOHYIO CHIDAHY. )
“I want to return to live in my country of origin.”

1 2 3 4 5
Ouens He cornacen/a He cormacen/a Heiirpan Cornacen/a OueHb coryiaceH/a
Strongly disagree Disagree  Noreaction  Agree Strongly agree

76. «/Itoou ¢ Amepuke 60.1€¢ mMo1EPAHMHO OMHOCAMCA K MO€CI CEKCYaANbHOIl OpUeHmauuu,
yem 100U 6 moeil pooHoe cmpane. )

“People in the United States are more accepting of my sexual orientation than people in my
country of origin.”

1 2 3 4 5
Ouens He cornacen/a He cormacen/a Heiitpan Cornacen/a OueHb coryiaceH/a
Strongly disagree Disagree  No reaction  Agree Strongly agree

Tenepv omeemovme na o0un omkpwvimsiii sonpoc. Iloxcanyiicma, omeemovme, Kax xomume. J{nuna
He 6adiCHA.

You will now answer one open-ended question. Please answer to the best of your ability. Length
Is not important.

77. Cpasnueaitme eauiy >cusnuv kak JIF'BT ¢ eaweit poonoii cmpane c sncu3nvio 8 Amepuke.

Please compare your experiences living as an LGBT person in your country of origin to those

in the United States.
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The state of affairs for LGBT people in Russia is poor. Homophobia has a long history in
Russia, especially against gay men. Homosexuality was illegal and considered a mental illness
throughout much of the Soviet era, and while homosexuality is not illegal in Russia anymore, it
is considered a mental defect and a moral failing. Homosexual relationships, as well as resources
for queer Russians, are restricted by the “Gay Propaganda Law”, which is allegedly for the sake
of protecting children, but in practice is used for the persecution of LGBT individuals and
groups. The law also makes it difficult for LGBT Russians to find support or resources. Gays are

discriminated against for a number of social and political reasons, such as conflict with the
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teachings of the state-aligned Russian Orthodox Church, being seen as unmanly, not producing
children for the nation to increase population, and being perceived as a threat to children.

Homosexuality is against traditional Russian mores. Russians today either remember the
grim years following the end of the USSR, or grew up in their shadow. The perceived perversity
of people who stand for sexual deviancy and moral decay makes homosexuals a marginalized
and vulnerable group at whom anger for current affairs can be directed. The Soviet years
introduced harsh ways of thinking, such as derision of gay men, into mainstream culture, and
American antigay activists and interests have decided to exploit Russian public naiveté about
LGBT people and issues to try to win there the culture war they lost in the West. Gay pride
parades do occur in Russia, but seldom with official permission or protection, and often are
scenes of brutality by spectators and police against the marchers.

In the face of everything, a number of LGBT Russians have chosen to leave Russia rather
than live there, even though they had strong reasons to stay and no guarantees of success abroad.
These LGBT refugees are becoming more numerous by the day. In order to understand them,
their experiences, and why they have emigrated, I set out to survey queer Russians about their
lives and experiences as LGBT persons at home and abroad. I hope one day I am finally able to
conduct the study I have designed, in order to provide valuable findings to the gay rights

movements in Russian-speaking countries.
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