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Jacques Bon-Homme and National Politics: 
Ethos and Audience in Seventeenth-Century Pamphlets 

Jeffrey Sawyer 
U"iPtr5i ly of RidllllilM 

A number of fu.ndamental problems remain in the way of providing a 
comprehensive analysis of pamphlets and pamphleteering in Old Regime 
France.' Our incomplete knowledge of the sizes of editions, the mech .. 
nism!'; of distribution, and author-patron relationships is ant' set of 
problrms. Another stems from thr complexity of the rem theIlUlelves. 
Pamphlet authors often cultivated a baroque style of rhetoric, twisting their 
ideas into elaboratt' figures of speech, sometiJn\'S beyond l't'OOgnition. 
Many pamphl£'ts, at least in the early part of the seventeenth century, were 
intentionaDy written in colloquial speech, and some even contain parodies 
of southern dialects.: Perhaps the most difficult obstacle to intnpretation is 
lhe rich undercurrent of allusions and citations to other pamphlets, to 
popular customs, to learned books, and" the whole cultural baggage of the 
epoch," to use Denis Richel's marvelous phrase.3 

One of the main questions that arises frozn these diffICUlties is the 
question of the allawnce. This is a particularly troubling issue for those 
who are roncemed about the roncrete political functions of pamplUeteeT­
ing. The identity of the publiC is especially obscure in the seventeenth 
century. Millions of pieces of pamphlet propaganda were published, yet 
there is predoUl; little evidence as to who read them lind how these readers 
reacted .• Occasionally. we can leam from diplomatic correspondence that 
this or thai pamphJet caused a reaction among high-level politicians. But 
what aboul the larger audien~ for whom the pamphlets were presumably 
written? The evidence available about patterns of literacy suggests that the 
readers were predOminantly mban, but this is hardly a very satil!lying 
solution to the problem of establishing the audience for printed propa­
ganda.s 

An indirect but very revealing approa.:h to the problem of paznphlet 
readers and reading is avallilblli" through Ihe texts Ihm'lSelves. By looking 
very dO!lely at the techniques of persuasion used by pamphleteers, we can 
develop an jdl'a of the audien~ that the pamphleteers hoped to reach. and 
of the ways in which they wanted thcir readers 10 react. Pamphlet authors 
came to thcir tasks with very ~ pu~. They idt'nritied key issues, 
and relat..cl them to the (;oncwns of key political interest groups. And, as 
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Pfler Fr.na', Marc Fumuoli .• nd louis Mlrin ... V~ shown. "'''''''IHnt h _ 
«'nlul)' ... than fa<'ftl .uch • penunive t~ armed with. fannidab l" 
ilBrnill 01 rh ... Dric.1 .t •• ,~g;r. ' lIy rewns'n><1ing ,hew . .... ogin. w~ ca n 
~.m a great 11",,1 obout how pamphlou functionoPd in this political culture. 

Wh.ot tho1orici.orIA call "othos," that is, 1M altitudH, v.lu .... and 
po;non.olity p ,cjz<.rd by ,t.., '1"'&Ur or nMTotor in a piecr 01 d iorourw. is a 
~ulMiy ~.ting • • peel of ""mphl ... . h<1oric. r.mphlel ...... wmt to 
elaboro!e IonglholO inv..." and deploy an appropriate 0100. in . ""h. way 
... 10 m ........ the~'" me ' "S" 01 the;, p;omphlrl" If they u .... ,h.,i. 
own vokes, thq ... ...,., <.multo adopt> tone and ,IOn« th.t ... ·ould "PP'"al 
to the particular a.,d;"ncH lMy "'~ ... trying to ... acll. In ""'"y caSH, the 
rn..tion 01. dram.liuod vo~. or "~." w"" f..-ll I<> ~ """'" " fective 
than oI • ..;&I>llo ..... · •• d. first p"rson, "'S""",nl •• ;",. .' In theso: COMS the 
."than < ..... ed im;ogi .... ry """" Of evm rompltle <h • • act ..... that wue 
fictional. Y"" <k>.rly intended to boo convincing ,.,rtr-,.,rnlt< for the autho. " 
iU\d their politiociOll..ctions. Many 01 .he5e ~ p.omphlt-t. ' .... ,'" v;agucly 
... ;,;.;.1. but or"",, w~ qui,e seriou •. ' 

ramphLe" wilh P".....,~ a. 'p".brS. both ...nou. and hutnOlOus, 
ron<liluled • m.jor pr<>p<>rtx,n of 1M fQlal produdx,n during Ih~ pamphl." 
w~ I have 51udied ~Iy, ."'- of 'he period 161'-1617, This particular 
pamphl"" war woo pa rt 0/ 'M rifon 0/ M ..... ~ MMicb and her supporterS 
." retain conlrol of Lou" XIII', g""emmenl in tM /..,., 0/ a ch.olleng~ by 
several gual nobles . PerliQna pamphleu " 'e,,, especiolly importan, in .he 
urly phases of .hi .. lfUggW, bo{ore civll ..... ac1ual1y broke out In 1615. An 
anal)",,, of these p"rliQna pamphlets in lheir plOC'" poIilical ronteu 
"",eili ~ in.""",ling thin", abou. , .... .... y. in which . killed pam· 
phLe.~ ... ried '0 enh.nce .he eff..nivene .. 0/ ..... ir messogH. lhe kinds of 
audiences.hey w~ Iry;ng.n ruch. ond what euctly t .... y wiUlled tho"" 
audionc,.. In do. 

lt is ' ignificanl, lor e ... mple, .kol 1iQ_ pomph"". "'e", clearly 
intended '" m/)vr lhe ",ader.o Ii .. of partisan ong"". while orhe .. ,ried In 
evoke • m/)'" con.emplative respon"", The p<'1'IiQIIO of • mililanI Catholic 
w.u of.en deployed In lhe f""""" 'ashlon . The "Old F",nch Wornor.·· lhe 
"CnIo",,] of Ihe Paris"n MiliH.. " '""Jho, OuU·wilted Wondeftr, " ond ,he 
"8Iunl Roughneck" a", 10_ e"",mpln of mililani c..'holic personae who 
.ppeared in 1614,' 11 is....,1 .urprising ' " he.r lhese ch.r ........ pui .... he 
.dmini"mion of Ma .... ~ Mldicis. appl.ud I .... policy 0/ rapproc""""'nl 
.. i.h Spain, and push lOT Ihe completiun 0/ I.oul. xm', ma~ 10 An~ 
of Auslrio . ']"he.., we", Ihe typical position< of Ihe mililan' Calhalic pury. 
l-\ow~ver, it is in'~resling 10 nole how ~y ..,"'" of .hese p;..,.", tried ' 0 
""""ale 'he .p;ri. 01 .he Holy teague oll584·I593 by pro;',,;ng ,he " I""" 
of. vicious. iow",,-middLe d .... Parisian, "'Iigious fanalic. ~ make it 
cLea, Ih •• Ihe Parisian working p""pLe .. iU give every lAS! cenl lhey hove to 
wage war un lhe Huguenul ""'rmin, and .hey op<'nly proioe uiITOm/)n ....... 
cLergy_n such as lhe Cardinal Ou J>t,lTQn . In .he di5roul'5e of .h .... 
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prrwnae, tho: pol;';'" of 1614 .. . imply a m~tI" of ~niz.ing tho: ~brb a. 
aypIo-l'roIest.nls or WOrH, and mot>iIizing an audience of !rue Cotholies 
on behalf 01 M.~ d~ Mklicis' admin .. uotion . 

O ther kir\<h 01 rlhM·a .. d;e"a, rdalionships u.iliud in ,t.e... campaigns 
Me ....,..., . ubtle. mo", dilfkul. to inlct p.d, and more =raling. In ord.". to 
"""",,MI.ale how int~ing and comple. the <1 ......... ud;.,~ reLationship 
could be, "'. might oor\Jidn th. oo_who, famous 1614 p.omphlH. !.ttl.., 
from Itrlju<$ !Ion·Hom"" ".....nl from """~""i;,, T. my &mls I~t p,.;""".."..". 
from /hr ""'"." But. bcfon ... '. listen 'OJ its ,he'<>ric •• brief l ummal}' of the 
lituation in 1614 may be in o.d .... " 

Th, Y"'" 1614 is b""",., of ro~. /or the rnH'Iing 0/ the Etta' ... 
Ge ....... l <.'orwened by M.~ ... Qu~n Regent whick """ in Lot. October. 
This ..... mbly .... '" ronV<lked in respo<>~ to • typical nobl. revolt of the 
Nrly so,v.nt .... n'h rentury. n-.. litu'", hnd of 1M "PposHion ",os Uenri II 
01 Bou rbon, the Pri~ de C""de. and ~ • ..,.t krir to the Ikro ... outside 
1M ;mm"""~t. roy.1 family. eonoU wos nanke<l by. faction of great nobles 
who, like hUns<.li. felt they W~ losing inll"",.,... 01 court . Cond~ iUld"i< 
ronf~r.tn inili.oled four ye.ors 0/ polilical , lruU!.. by ~ting Ih=>· 
... Ivn from the Court and heitding for the pt"Q\Iincu. 

The revoIl came to the attention 0/ the g<'nnaJ public when In Fobruary 
0/1614. Con.d~ and """'" 0/ .... pDt)" forud their way into the town 0/ 
Mh~res (""'- to the N>fthea.rm /ronlier). From Mc.~. they pub­
lishiMl t"e t .... t 0/ • ieI«" from Con<!<! 10 the Qu..,n.. which ...,.....-Iy 
<riticizN! lhe Qu .... n·, itdminittralion and invilN!..n good F",nc"men 10 
join. mov~"t 0/ resiotance and reform ." Wilhin a few w~b, <opi .. 0/ 
this leHe,·pamph.lf1 w...., cimJlatlng V<'ry widely Ihroughout France.1l 
Manr and h'" . upponent 1'NdN! quickly by publishing an tqually p;ort .... n 
fUpo~, a ~Ierful pie<e 0/ political argumentation written for Ihe 
Que.n by Vm"",y, the powerful and operienced S""etlry 0/ State, who 
..... a vel",an of tt>e JU,~giouo W~." M.nr',lette. was olso drew.tin: 
widely throughout Fr.""" by Ih •• nd 0/ March in both handwritten an 
pri"liMl form. " 

n."", two p;omphlf1' lurned Condc'. challenge into 0 nalion.1 political 
snuggle and initiated a p.mphlet war th.1 lastN! .. long as the struggle 
bell; Ihal ii, until M ....... as """,,,,ed from power following the ...... in. · 
lion 0/ Concini in 1611. In Ihe meantime """'" 1400 p;omphlet. wen: 
published. " The", wen: many ditk",nl p;omph\f1 g<'"""'. from .my 
.... irical " .... to clreful argumenlltion 0/ the hig"""l intellectual ,"Iiboor. 
Throughout the ,amp;oign .• hen! w...-e ,&kulated "'leakJ" 0/ important 
WI 'dpond""""" ~ the exchiUlg<' MtW""," Cond~ and M~ ""'ntioned 
obowe . The _ II 01 many o/fici.oI acts. and IIttOUnlS 01 off"ocial """''''''nie!t 
.. '"'" also turned inl<> p;omphl", •. 8Qth ,id .. u5ed .h"", p;omphletJ in.n 
"""rll,, gillin Ihe .upporl of p;uticululy important poIilical int"reol groupo. 
IUCh as.he middle .ankJ 0/ the nobilily. provincial ""'abln. the pooople 0/ 
ran.. Ind the milit.nts 0/ both ",Iigiou. p;ortieo. 
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~.nl 01 IIw o.-n·, adv~ w .... g.nui .... ly ronurMd Ihal Ih. 
rhetoric 01 "Ih. public good" Ihal Condo! w,," Irying '" mobilize in 
conjunclion wilh his <aU flYf on EoUh.'. <A.....-.l mighl .PP".I"'JOm<' 01 
I"",, groups. In ord., '" p" .. ua.x Illne groups not '0 join '~Prince', 
political co.olition .• , lwtorical ""'"8)' had '0 t.. mobilizN Ihal wu bavo:l 
on """" 'han ju<' ... Iigiou. partisan,hip. In foct. tlw moot e>~ncO'd 
odv;"'rs.1 Coun wanted '" tone down Ihe m~ilant Catholic mriori< for 
fea, 01 pushing t~ rno<\eTlte Prot.,.tonlJ with loy.li .. leaning. into the 
camp 01 tM opposition . 

Wit, from I""IIUS 1Jort-1I"",,,,,, """"'~, from /Ito.nn.: To "'~ I,DnI. 'h~ 
Prim ... abstnl fmm Ih, "",11 epitomiz .. this mod ..... t" rhetorical stralegy 
mobiIizNl by many 01 tile Qu .... n·. support ... in tM> spring of 1614. not 
long aft ... the leu . .. by Cond~ and the Qu ...... appe'...-d in prinl . The ethos 
...... ltiv.t~ in many pamphlet. of .his c.mpaign mighl beoI t.. deo<n"bed u 
that 01 the nonpartisan "'s", Indeed, 1'''''''1'1 /0, hl,lnability 10 ",ad and hi. 
low binh. Ixqu.,. Bon-Hom ..... ","<MIld b<' tM ide.! Sloic philo6opherl 
genlleman. He hI, .11 tM sterwlypical virtu.,. of th. Iwr",lI. h""'''''_ good 
mannen. intesrity. op"nn .... , ... Iiability. and a ........ of julli<. and 
propo11ion . Although 1 llrong bel ........ in 1.w .nd o.de., Bon·Hom .... 
".nd! fa, above fxtion.tl politics. Although pK>u" he w;oS not. f.""ti<. 
and does not ...... hi' ... Iigiou< offdi.otion in te""" of party. Th. I"'rSU •• ive 
function of such an .thos WH thot it provid~ a platform from which to 
deliv.., an osle",ibly nonpanisan, g<X>d·n.otu...-d, evenh.o.nd~ rejection of 
Cond~'. <hollenS' to Ihe Qu ..... n·' odmiru.t •• tion . The attempt WH d .... ly 
being mad. through the <ultivation of this ethos '" ... xh an .ud"".,. that 
.......:led PftSuadlng. 0"'" that would not automaticaUy .ide with thl' 
Qu ..... n·. faction. 

i""lu" "~pl.in$ to hi, "'~ thai he is a ninety ..... v.n.yea.-oId 
I"',,"nt . His age Ind his station in life give him the I .. merity to .peak of 
public oflan, and to ,.."d Ihis I<.'U ... to Cond~ ~nd his roru~e.at .. _ He is 
ca""'ul to empha .... his pea ... nt .... os. He e.pt..ins in "' ..... .xtail lhat h .. 
ond his .. ·if .. farm lheir twenty.l ive ....... ~nd their lwo sm.all .. ndosu~ 
with thei, own hands. and that h~ has two ",n •• nd th"'" daughters, .U 
mnried happily ' 'withoul having tried 10 chang .. ooci.oI condition" .. he 
pUIS it. But at the ....... ti ..... Bon·Homme h .. a "'putation u a poIili<:al 
.. vanl. Th is he ea,ned by having Oncl' """Iv~ a poten'iAlly dang<:rous 
di. pute betw .... n hI;< viUage and"""", ioc:ll oeIgneun. The problem arose 
when th .. mongrel watchdog of on .. of the vill.g .... took a bi ... out 0( Ihe 
toil of a gen~eman·. grt'yhound . AftI'< hi' P"'"uaded the ... igneun not to 
tak .. reveng .. o n t~ vilt..g .... by dev .. taling thei, f",lds. hi' bet ..... known 
a. one of thl' mo ... pen"aoive men of thl' rt'gion . Ja<qu.,. think> it i . 
c""""ivabl ... Ihen, Ih., hi. ability to "'0S0f\ with people, may help bring 
the dioconlented pri""'" back to th"; . ... n ... , and hopefully back inlo the 
Qul't.'n Regent'. political coalition. 

'-U~ I VERs.rTY Of WI5COf<5II, 



C
) ct o o , <

 , 1 o , , , o , o 

" 

2-
t~
].
g 
n
-
!
i
:
~
H'

 
~ 

~:
;.

~ 
a:
~.
~=
. 

P
"S

 
'a

'!!
! ~

I
"
'
H

. 
":
:>
"1
~{

I01
1C
.0
I"
"i
:r
 .. 

".~
!!.

 
"
3~
o:
iS
~:
t,
;:
r 

t-
~;

~·~
~~
t:

·p
 l"

~"i
 ~-
~i
i~
 i §

 i ", 
~~.

" ~
 ~ 

~ ~
j ~

~:~
 :
~l
~ 
~~

~!
;'

~r~
 ~!

! 11
 

6':
:I'

iL~
 

~ 
~i
r~
 

<
""

';
-0

 .
.
.
 a
.
"
~
-
"
 

-"
"i

j,
<

" 
.. 

!2
..0

0:
; 

i,
i.

l!
 

J;
s~

.i
i 

:!1I
 .• 
~r

-<
,_

,,
~o

;f
S¥

~~
i·
t,
.J
 .

i~
~~
i.
~"
~I
"l
,,
:!
4 

L
..

J
 

i 
. 

~ 
II 

i 
-

,i
I 

:r
"'
''
~ 

c.
~ 

-
-
ii

i 
,. 

··
i
r
~
 

il~
Z'
51
~~
H'
 5

1~
F~
1 

~~
~~
~~
l'
!~

1[
J:
~~
~3
1!
i~
'i
~~
l!
-

: 
$"

 i'l
!i !n

t 
~l
 ~

...
 i

~f
 ~r

!·:
·~s

 "K
~ ~

~-:
 ~:
J ~

 ! 
~'g.

s· rJ
 ~:;

:1
~~
~ ~

 
~~
u~
~ 

~
. l

i~
 
~~
·Q
-3
'1
~:
:r
J-
i~
a:
;"
~"
i~
~:
=~

'':
'S
~~
!!
.~
8;
~~
1~
 

-;:
r~i

' ..
 -~~

,,
[,

; 
a.
~~
 

~~
l.
,i
 

"'l
il.

;;"
,~{

oil
~S'

[.:
i~l

C"i
;1l

!-t
;~·
d3
i"
~~
'=
 

" 
'f

.~
l:

C;
7:

:'
 

. 
"
~
s
-

-
4

-
0 

'6
..

, 
,,

9-
g"

{ 
~
a
:
~
~
 

~i
!c
 

a.
,..

,,-
_ 

!';.
~ 

"i
5.
~·
""
H6
'~
 

~ 
h

"
 
~~

"·
"i
.2

·s
'
~
U

·-
-f
l:
"0
"<
T 

il
l!

:!
; 

'"'i
.':I

t~
j;

&:
r!

3i
~9

· 
-

~
,

>\'
 

..
 

;:
r 

it
"

Q
-

"
'
~
l
 

"2
."

_ 
...

 
~
'
§
c
.
_
"
"
a
_
i
i
"
 

·q
~r
'"
"
'F
1
5

' 
~~
 .. 

:J
[<

§:
~

ff 
'_
si
:.
,,
~;
.l
~~

8:
:'

~~
l 

,,
2.

;,
 :
=g

n~
~ 

i;.
i.!

;'~
i,[

-
j 
~i
~ 

f il
 ;
~~
oH
"~
. 
d1

~"
~'

 <; 
~[
!~
~ 

~ 
j I

!.
~~

 ;:
~f
f~
 

i~
~;

;!
H-

~(
 

""'
~ 

~
~
i
i
'
g
~
P
~~

' 
!l
Ji
l;

i
;z
~"
if
2.
t.
 

::
r~
ii
f!
:a
..
.,
--

~~
fU

'l~
f~

'f 
~f
 
Ha

l~
;~

'i
:"

a 
~!

~&
.c

!-
l~

ii
~ 

~~
l~

f:
.~

~i
f 

'!
~
"
1
l
f
~
W
-

;I
~ 

"~
a 

~i
3:

: .
.

.. 
;;
'~
3
~
!
-
1
l
3
"
h
 

".
"a

~q
~§

:'
 

lt
f.

:i
 o:

~~
!~
 

~ ~
 
~:
" 
~~
~~

'i!
;,
 ;

 ~
 :
~ 

[l'~
 U

 h 
I~

! 
2

.f
 e-

14
~ 

iH
h

!:
'"

l"' 
••

 ,
'h

p
h

t ..
 '

i"
i,

a"
'I

f'
~]

 
::

"~
~,

 
H

L
"'

h
il
.i

f 
~ 

a-
II 

H~
'i
O;
 

§.'
,,

!"
 "

 
~
~
~
 

~"
,IT

s';
!: 

;I
::

J2
.E

::
~;

-_
::

ra
. 

f~
 
~
~
n
.&

ah
I&

. 
~i

rt
. 

g
.i

h
I:

I 
' 

:J
:,

~H
a.
~~

Il
 

f I " I 



This .necdoIe hos Ihe impo".n~ dIM of person.olizin& .nd simplify;ng for 
the ",.dn the political .trugglo botwHn Cond<' and the Quftn . The 
complex national struggl< brtwHn tW<J intric.te political m.oIitiono i. 
reduced to the ....... fu"<i;,,nen"" kind. of hum..n rel.otionshil'" 'hot one 
ron ot.....v. In 1M villoge. The poIiticol tactics of Cond~ and his oosociates 
"",,m~ Ike vandalism 01 juvenik delinquent • . JUSlliU the y<HJng men in 
lhe story. they are making ridiculoul denu.nds and Ih...,.,...,(nl\ v",*""" in 
",de- to g.t their w.y. This .nalogy is I'lOl nactJy p ...... ntod as. judgment ; 
it is simply on .. """,lion tho! <X'CUn 10 IIon·Hom"", on Ihe 1>0<;" of 
rommon "'''''' •• ..,If_ident .naJosy that .nyo ..... in touch with th e 
",alit~ of ,""",oce in his "wn rommunity rould , .... "h for himself. 

8uI the pon .... , ..... intention of tho 'MCciole is mo"" profound than 
that. Note that II ronduMo with two " rommonplacH" of. "flY g.neral 
IlIld .bo .. ",,! ""I" ... , "This ohow. th.1 violeroce is the """my of order and 
In. right way to do thin&". The g""l~ and gtacioWl "",aM are olwaY" the 
most d .. iub!e and oilen Ih" rn<>&t ronvenirnl ." l1>e5< two ..,,,,"""" <Or" 
provided to <rinfo",", tM logic behind tM analogy beI ... ·ft11 juvenile 
d<>Unqu~ncy and tM behavio< of Cond<! and hill ronfed~ .. tH. Upon 
ronfronling tM conunonpl~. the ",~er c.nnoI help bul ~n$''''C' 
00".,. 01 .hi. ti_l .... logic lor hi.,....,ll. Recklas behavior leading to 
violence and dHlruction should always be> "'pudiated <malor premis.o» . 
Cond~ and his ,""""""t ... '" ",,&"'Sed in . recklas cou_ of action that 
may Ie~ to violence and dntruction (minor pnrnise). Clearly th~i1 
behavior should be repudiated (ronduoion). 'J""M qUHtion is no IonJl"r 0_ 
01 village politics. bu. 0/ the !>uic otrudu", of'M moral w<>rld . Condl 's 
politics of violenee and "",,"Uion is In funda_ntal contradiction to Ihe 
morililogi< ollh~ hum.on community. 

Bu. can we be any more .pecitic a!>oul which human communityl What 
were tM oocial <h.roct"";'tb 01 tM audience lor this patticulu pamphlet' 
'The rural themH.ff hil/.h1y develop<'<!. n,...., aff "labonle plaY' On 1M 
mncem 01 }a<qu .. and f.io village neishbora /or Iheir chickeno. They ... y 
Ihey would 0"" hund..,.! timro r.IMr end,,", tMir I"""'n' difficult ieo Ihan 
endure .h..,.. mon.hs 01 civn war . nd the d" ... , ,,,,ions of '1'OOpI.'" It io 
tempting to •• sociat~ tM rural motih wilh • popular or ......,n rural 
. "diene~. Ihat io, to _ )acqUl'S Bon-Homme as livin~ in the political 
d' ..... noion of th~ world 01 popular almanac'" al1<l t .... biblioIh;.p.e bInit-." 
But most of t .... ev;d.e ...... point. In a difl"",nt direction.. not only in thio 
pmtphlet, but in 1M campaign as a wh<*. 

n... vos. majori.y of pamphlel. rontoinod political discourw of • 
",I.t ively high level of oophio.ic •• ion . And. despite the vag_Iy bunnque 
qualit ieo in /at:J/u .. /IoII ,H"",_. thio pamphlet too w ..... ·ri"en for on 
audience of . kUlod and informed readers. 'The ~u ....... tl> <>Ihe, pam-
phlet •• the VOColbul.ry .• nd the rompll'><ity of tM ironic br.nd of humor 
u5ed Ihmughoot the pomphl~t demon .. ,.t" thio . So d<> tM detailed 
",'"",ne ... to the actual workings 01 the King's rouncils, and 1M a<cur. '" 
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dncriptioru 01 French _ie1y. C.",.id .... !~ /<>Ilowing F ' ''g<. ostensibly 
addressed 10 1M reboIl~. but which actually mocu th~ S"'.t nobility. 
1Ion.11omme"'4 why. if they ore trying to im~ tMi, 1oI in lifr, are the 
I'rinca preparing to fightl 

~ u. <"""~ 1M qutc! ' ., 01 pIN.o ..... , my oo .. " .. bl< ...,g_,,! Ono ~ 
• S<>Od de.1 ""'"' .. tWoctioro /rom • ",oil< In Ill< sardms of ,t.. Lou~. 
hunting d ........ km ...... bje .... prodicinfl manioJ arts In .... P .... Ror.t 
and ~.';ng 1'I)rtu~ ",,,"10 01 • ct. .. cob.1m . .. thon from Nting Ill< 
du" 0/ 'I>< """"try _. fftlin8 the middiy MOl on your boock. II«pit<8 
u ....... 1M botffi "'. <~. _ ~ up .. ,h_ in the """"i"ll for • 
roid ,"&"lns' """'" Itt<>nghold. _ . _ So.<h ;ftron~ """,W -.n .U the 
....,... ....... pport.>bIe in vl<w 0/ )'01" .s.I""'~ uJ*inpg on.! y<w.>' <>:pm­
-.. in evoty """ 01 pl".",,*.nd p.>Stjm<.D 

1M J'<'Ople who would hove l.ughed in the ""vrn'""n,h """IlI,}, at th .. 
ironic portray..J of the ~timO"S 01 Princ:n w~re Uw urNn elite 01 P~ris and 
tho pnwinci.ol capitab who knew ~ry well IN. pril>Cft were fond of 
... using themHl"" in frivolou. way •. and tho. theft was • good pos­
lDIity that It.. revolt 011614 would be juS! anot"'" frivolou. am"""""",,!. 
This .ud~ might a)"" conclude tt....t it WQUId be very .... ngerou. to 
.u pport the princt'S in any w'Y, .i~ 0""" Ihey bee""", Ii..,.. of pLoying. or 
h.od obt"ined wh ••• hey w.".ed from . he game. 'My ... ouId I~.v~ 'Mir IHs 
iII",lriou •• upport"'" '" filee ,I>< full ... n.h of.1>< royal govcmment. 

In .hi. way .• he au.hor ",,,,,,ed oIcilIfuUy 10 diottodit ,I>< ;.rea among 
urban "lit ... 'ha. 'My might •• ke adv.n'a~ of tM~' ",""'tlor their 
own p",.po ..... "'p«Wly in v;"w of ,he ~nUy annourw;.,d convoca.ion of 
"" U'. '''' c"neT.L Bon·Homme w •• in lact a direct ""'I""'"" to Cond~·. 
~phl"'. in which ... verol ........ of coneo>m to th~ urbon "Ii •• had been 
rDoN, notably, com.rption in tM administration of tM King" fina"",,". If 
CORdI emerged .. a lead .... 100- reform in ,he ey.,. of ,I>< depu.ies '0 'he 
Uta, ... c..n.-.al, the 0.."",,'. con.roI over the King's rouneil. would M 
vny p""",rlou •. 

n,., PUt po<-< of ,h" ~phlel, unlike tM mili.ant Catholic piecn ....... 
to tnCOur;ogc iNC'lion r.th .... than action. ~ ""hot w .. r>OI int~_ to 
op.IR a f",nzy of militant . upport for tl>< adminio".tion. but.o corwin« a 
mtoin aud;"""" '0 ig",,", the political <hallcn~ of tM Tebcl. and go .oout 
...... usual bu.inossn .. much .. possibl., Obviously. maintaining 'he 
...,.."..1 ch.n .... l. of authority ",ithin municipal go""",,,,,,,,,t •• nd tMir 
bowgeois militi. wa, vital.o the Qu"",,', I .... ion . Indeed. tM Mart of the 
ttbo-I.' . tr.togy was to build a poIitic.1 roalition of ..-gional governors and 
provincial towns"" that they would M.bIe kl bargain with .M Reg"ncy 
pcrnmen. from a pooi.ion of ",.1 mili •• ry "",ngth. ~ Quec-n'. advise" 
and her ""'"' f ..... ighled parti .. n, immedia.ely ",.liad this. and mosl of 
Ihrif political effort. in .he spring 011614 .... "'" dif'«led ." .... "d. blocking 
this effurt . IIICfIU'S /loor·H"",_ ...... p.rt of Ihi' campaign. 
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Wlllt kind. of II"S'" ronclusions can M drawn from Ihi' kind 01 an 
analY'''? Pamphlet rhl!1oric rnn.., <I,,;or that ,"" most UnportilJl\ $eel"" 01 
Ih~ p-'phlet .ud~~ m",i,Ur<! 01 the lr~iHon.ol pOlitical ... it~. Pam_ 
phlel. w_ gc:roe>'ally noI desig....s 1<1 invoM! II' """pit m NIioNl politics, 
but to inn .......... lho thinking of whOl w" mighl ull " mid·Iev ..... political 
.. Iit ... - municira' official" oIf.o.ls in local _ .. reign MIlrt., local ",ve,' 
no .... , and ",Jigiou, ~. Although it ill CftUin thol 1M 00"1,,,,10 o f 
pamphlet. tricl<Ifll doown 1<1 .he low .... urbon cl"" •. the im~ o f 
pamphlet. o n these cLOOMS "';os serondhar>d for the ....... t pan H Ioc.oldites 
<itcula'N OTalIy ,"" factual and rhftoric ... mol ....... that Ihry "n,",.mtered 
in ""mpld"" •. Mo", ~.Io ~ I<~ obout thill pro<~ in g .. nrr<ll, a nd 
the pTQbabloo "* of II>< ~ in p"nirula r. n... imp" rbnt thing '" 
r«<>gn4e " how romplt~ and Tmport;rnl ~ p.omphl .. ~ng pnxHS was 
in lhe oo"text of ,he ..... ioruoI """l;tion·buading P"x,,, WI ro""iluled a 
.. ru~ f.". control of t hO' roy ... govern......" in ~n'.,....,'h-untury 
Fr. "", . 
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