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The events that climaxed with the executions of the
convicted Molly Maguires attracted national, even
international, attention to Schuylkill County, where most of
the group’s alleged crimes occurred. The nation’s popular
press depicted the Molly Maguires as a secret society of
Irish-American mine workers that used violent means, ranging
from threats and vandalism to outright murder, to address
grievances against mine bosses and other non-Irish residents
of the anthracite region. The Mollies allegedly terrorized
the area from the Civil War until their prosecution in 1876.
The prosecution’s ability to portray the accused as
sociopathic members of a sinister terrorist organization
gave the trials a sensational quality. That most of the men
convicted as Mollies were brought down by the testimony of
James McParlan, a Pinkerton detective who had infiltrated
the inner ranks of the AOH and lived among the Irish for
over two years, made the court proceedings all the more
intriguing to the public.

In the one hundred and twenty years since the Molly
Maguire episode, several schools of thought have applied
widely varying interpretations to the Molly Maguire legend
that reflect as much the ideological perspective of the
writer as the actual record of the activities of the alleged
Molly Maguires. For those siding with the prosecution, the
Mollies represented a threatening assault on the emerging

industrial social order by alien agitators ‘and malcontents
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District Attorney during the Civil War, extended his role in
the prosecution of the Molly Maguires by acting as a special
prosecutor and taking a star role in several of the trials.

In many ways Schuylkill County represents the crucible
of early industrial America. One of the first large scale
mining areas in the United States, Schuylkill provided much
of the anthracite fuel necessary to make the city of
Philadelphia an industrial giant. Horrendous and perilous
working conditions in the mines exacerbated the growing
antagonisms between capital and labor that were becoming
ever more manifest throughout the industrializing North. In
the decade before the Molly trials this conflict was more
open and fierce in the anthracite cocal regions of eastern
Pennsylvania than anywhere in the nation.? The maneuvers
of Gowen’s Reading made Schuylkill County a virtual fiefdom
of the company, anticipating the predominance of the big
corporation on the national level. The destruction of the
miners’ union, the Workingmen’s Benevolent Association
(WBA), mirrored the sorry state of organized labor in the
years of economic depression following the Panic of 1873.°
Finally, the ability of the Molly prosecutors to link the
union to the putative Irish villains reflected both the deep
antipathy of Anglo-Protestants to the Irish and the class
lines which were often determined by ethnicity.

Although much has been written about the Mollies, the

episode is still poorly understood. Even Kerby Miller,
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class, but also with the antipathy of the large Welsh
immigrant mining community. The Irish mine worker'’s ethnic
identity had a double edge: it provided him with a strong
community base, but that community’s insularity also
sustained the "otherness" of the Irish. Certainly, nativist
attitudes and discrimination fueled this Irish insularity
and made it simple for non-Irish in the anthracite region to
believe in pervasive Molly Maguire terror. But the Irish
anthracite community was itself not without inner turmoil,
and a discussion of intra-ethnic conflict is critical in
developing a portrait of Schuylkill’s Irish community.

To help him cope with the rigors of his harsh
industrial setting the Irish mine worker looked toward three
institutions for aid. These were the Roman Catholic Church,
the Workingman’s Benevolent Association, and the Ancient
Order of Hibernians. In quick succession the Irish miner
was abandoned by each of these organizations: the union
could not survive the Long Strike; the Church banned the AOH
as a secret society in the lower anthracite region in 1874,
and the ACH itself expelled the anthracite region chapters
in the wake of the Molly trials. This thesis examines the
importance that each of these institutions played in the
life of Schuylkill’s Irish-Americans, the conflict among
them, and their ultimate inability to sustain the Irish
mining community through the dark days of the mid-1870s.

This thesis utilizes and briefly evaluates the
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to the hangings of Schuylkill’s alleged Mollies so that this
thesis need but cursorily discuss them.® This thesis is
not concerned with establishing the guilt or innocence of
the Irish-Americans hanged as Molly Maguires. Instead, this
thesis concentrates on attempting to define Irish society
and culture in Schuylkill County amid the labor-capital
strife of the 1870s, which climaxed in the Long Strike of
1875.

This thesis is comprised of six chapters. Chapter One
provides the reader with an introduction to the anthracite
industry in Schuylkill County and a demographic profile of
Schuylkill’s Irish community. Chapter Two attempts to
illustrate and define Irish immigrant culture in the
anthracite region. Chapter Three details the largely
negative perceptions held by the county’s native and non-
Irish immigrant populations toward the Irish. Chapter Four
discusses the struggle of Schuylkill County’s mine workers
to build and maintain a strong union, in which the Irish had
an integral role. Chapter Five concerns the destruction of
the union and the dominance of the Reading Railroad in
Schuylkill County as consequences of the Long Strike of
1875. Finally, Chapter Six gives a brief description of the
Molly Maguire murders, trials, and executions. Chapter Six
also deals with the creation, propagation, and evolution of
the Molly Maguire Myth in the years since the episode.

In the 1990s the debate over immigration into the
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Schuylkill County and Anthracite Coal

In the geological process of coalification, anthracite,
or hard coal, represents the final stage. Anthracite
contains a high carbon content, ranging from 88 to 94
percent by weight, and relatively little of the volatile
hydrocarbons found in the softer grades of coal: bituminous,
sub-bituminous and lignite. Anthracite is heavy, one cubic
foot weighing over ninety pounds, and so hard that it was
initially known as "stone coal." When ignited it burns very
hot, with an almost colorless and smokeless flame. It
retains its structure while burning and leaves only a small
quantity of ash. These characteristics helped make
anthracite the fuel of choice for eastern Americans,
especially in home heating, in the last two-thirds of the
nineteenth century and the first decades of the twentieth.!

Most of North America’s anthracite is to be found in
several fields in northeastern Pennsylvania, covering in
area not quite 500 square miles. Virtually all of
Pennsylvania’s anthracite lies in the counties of
Lackawanna, Luzerne, Carbon, Schuylkill and Northumberland.
The two most southern anthracite fields are often described
together as the Schuylkill field. The Mahanoy field cuts
through northern Schuylkill County and into southern
Northumberland County, from Mahanoy City west through

Shamokin. The Southern field runs westward from the town of
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Jim Thorpe (formerly known as Mauch Chunk, and hereafter to
be called by its nineteenth-century name), bisecting
Schuylkill County and running just into Dauphin County.

The physical characteristics of Schuylkill'’s coal
fields made an inherently dangerous workplace even more so.
The intense pressures from movements of the earth’s crust
which created the high grade anthracite coal also made its
extraction more dangerous. Anthracite coal beds are often
steeply pitched and fragmented, and usually reach beneath
the area’'s water table, making anthracite'’s extraction far
more difficult than that of bituminous coal. This is
particularly the case in the Schuylkill field. Initially
coal mining there was relatively simple, since outcroppings
of pitched coal beds were numerous. But when production
escalated in the middle of the nineteenth century,
Schuylkill coal became ever more of a challenge to extract,
requiring greater capital expenditures, and greater risks

for miners.?

The Early Anthracite Industry

In August of 1814, two owners of a nail and wire mill
near Philadelphia, Josiah White and Erskine Hazard, bought a
small shipment of coal that had been shipped from the
anthracite region down the Lehigh and Delaware rivers and to

the docks of the City of Brotherly Love. This purchase
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marked the beginning of anthracite’s commercial value.
Previously, anthracite was considered unsuitable as a fuel
for heating or industry because it was so difficult to
light. White and Hazard purchased the anthracite in hopes
of finding a way to make it burn and use it as a replacement
for expensive charcoal. After several fruitless attempts at
lighting the hard coal in the mill’s furnace one of the
mill’s workmen shut the furnace’s door in disgust and went
home. A short time later White was summoned to the furnace
by a workman who had gone back to retrieve his coat and
noticed that the coal was white hot. White and Hazard
discovered, as serendipitously as so many technological
innovations have been made, that for burning the coal in an
iron furnace the draft had to pass through the coal rather
than over it.?

White and Hazard, cognizant of the commercial potential
of anthracite, led the construction of a slack-water canal
along the Lehigh River into the coal region. 1In 1820, the
year that regular shipments of coal commenced, 365 tons were
received in Philadelphia. Four years later, White and
Hazard’'s firm, the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company,
shipped 9,000 tons. By the end of the decade the opening of
three major canals linking the anthracite region to
tidewater, coupled with increasing demand, raised the
shipment to 173,000 tons yearly.*

Business historian Alfred Chandler has credited the
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charter to own or develop coal land. Thus the Schuylkill
district was characterized by its relatively large number of
small, independent operators, until the Reading began its
move to monopolize Schuylkill cocal in the early 1870s.°¢

Although there may have been a large number of
independent operators in Schuylkill, most of them leased
their collieries from large estates controlled by wealthy
individuals and families from the urban centers of
Philadelphia and New York. For example, during the
Schuylkill coal land boom in the late 1820s and early 1830s
Philadelphia banker Stephen Girard purchased 28,460 acres in
northwestern Schuylkill County.’ The land was not
developed until 1862, thirty-one years after Girard’s death.
By this time the estate was under the control of the city of
Philadelphia, "and proceeds went to an institute for orphaned
boys and other charitable causes.® Henry Carey, scion of a
prominent Philadelphia publisher, led a group of owners of
Schuylkill coal lands, none of whom resided in the county.
Absentee ownership was the rule in the district, compounding
the conflict between capital and labor which intensified as

the exploitation of the coal fields rapidly increased.

The Irish

The Irish had migrated to North America from the

commencement of white settlement and had been arriving in
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onslaught of depraved Irish papists. The nativist political
party, the American, or "Know-Nothing," was alarmingly
strong in the mid-1850s, reflecting the fear and loathing
that the Irish sparked in a substantial segment of the
native population. For the Irish the hostile attitude of
native Americans created a somber touchstone for adaptation
to their new land. As Irish-American historian Lawrence
McCaffrey notes:

the same close associations between Irish and

Catholic identities that inspired Anglo-saxon

Protestant prejudice in Britain and Ireland as well as

Anglo-American Protestant prejudice in the United

States also gave the frightened immigrants a means of

bridging 0ld and New Worlds and easing the problems of

adjustment to a strange environment.'®

For the Irish who made their way to the anthracite
region, the type of 0ld World prejudice they were accustomed
to came in large doses. But one would be incorrect in
assuming that the Irish viewed Anglo-American prejudice in
the same way that they viewed 0ld World Anglo-Protestant
prejudice. Despite their strong ties to their erstwhile
home the Irish embraced American political institutions,
especially the Democratic Party, passionately and
immediately. Of all the major immigrant groups arriving in
the United States the Irish were the least likely to return
to their country of origin. The celebration of American
Independence (which was, after all, the celebration of the

overthrow of British tyranny) was passionately observed by

the Irish.
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Ireland, especially from western areas, during and after the
Famine spoke Irish.! While it is difficult to determine
how prevalent the use of Irish was in Schuylkill County, a
contemporary commentator wrote of the anthracite region that
"Gaelic is extensively spoken by the Irish here, there being
women, I am told, newly come over, who do not speak
English."?

Pre-Christian and unorthodox Christian beliefs abounded
among the Irish of the region. Irish miners refused to
continue working on the day that someone had been killed in
their mine, considering it bad luck. The belief that the
ghosts of those killed in mining accidents haunted the
mines, causing strange noises and lights, was commonplace
among all anthracite miners, but particularly the Irish.?
One miner related the tale of a man who had been killed in a
mine by a cave-in. It was said, the miner reported, that if
one went to a certain spot "the fairies might be there, and
the lost man with them; then by throwing something his
friends could get him back all right. Some went there in
fun; some in earnest."* If a miner were to meet a red-
haired woman on his way to the colliery he would heed this
sign of impending ill fortune and return home. Women in the
mines were a serious taboo which was universally obeyed in
the anthracite region. In some places women remained
indoors until the men were safely down the shaft.®

Keeners, or paid women mourners; were common at the
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Cumberland-- that they were composed of men who had

been dismissed from the sleepers and young Irish

Americans and Kilkenny men. That the Kilkenny men were

never admitted in the M.M.’s-- they are called "Soup-

drinkers" and the M.M.s do not associate with them.??

The rivalry with Kilkenny men possibly had its origins
in Ireland. Kilkenny possessed the only coal mining
district in Ireland, and experienced Kilkenny miners were
getting better jobs in Schuylkill collieries than their
compatriots from other parts of Ireland. The use of the
term "soup-drinkers" to describe the Kilkenny men is
indicative of both the extent to which ethnicity determined,
or was perceived to determine, occupation in the mines. A
soup-drinker, or "souper," was an Irish term for a Catholic
who had turned Protestant, from the practice of Protestant
evangelical groups testing their supposed converts by
offering them meat or soup on Fridays. To call the Kilkenny
men soup-drinkers was to associate them with the largely
Protestant skilled miners and mine bosses. They were then
not to be trusted and apparently not welcome in the Ancient
Order of Hibernians,; the organization which became
synonymous with the Molly Maguires.?

In North America the Roman Catholic Church, more than
any other force, was the glue that bound the Irish
community, ameliorating and, over time, dissolving the petty
parochial divisiveness that had abounded in Ireland and was

carried across the Atlantic.?* Alongside the family, the

Church stood as the most important Irish institution, around
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which Irish-American identity revolved. Schuylkill’s Irish
Catholic community was one of the oldest in the United
States. Its first parish, St. Patrick’s, in Pottsville,
used a primitive log building as its church in the late
1820s. Ten years later a stone structure was built on the
same site. In the 1840s a school building was erected and
priests from St. Patrick’s founded St. Vincent de Paul’s
Church in Minersville and St. Stephen’s at Port Carbon.?®

In St. Clair, the first Catholic Church was not Irish,
but German. S8St. Bonifacius was organized in 1852 to serve
the area’s German Catholics and was presided over by a
priest who could speak only broken English. Local Irish
were expected to travel to Pottsville for Church services,
but on occasion they did use the German Church. Although
Irish Catholics by far outnumbered German Catholics in the
area, it was not until 1864 that St. Mary’'s was built to
serve St. Clair’s Irish.?®* In 1870 fourteen Catholic
Churches served Schuylkill County, double the number of
twenty‘years previous, an increase, it can be assumed, due
to the increase in the Irish population.?

For as vital as Catholicism was to the identity of
Irish-Americans all was not harmonious within the Church,
particularly as the Molly Maguire episode unfolded in the
anthracite region. " The actions of a dominant segment of the
Church’s hierarchy in Pennsylvania reflected what has become

identified as a "devotional revolution" within the Church in
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Ireland. Led by the Archbishop, and later Cardinal, of
Dublin, Paul Cullen, the post-Famine Irish Church moved to
reinforce and make sacrosanct middle-class values and
lifestyles. The rising number of clergymen, combined with
the rapid depopulation of the countryside, allowed for more
direct Church supervision of peasant daily life. Cullen
moved to thoroughly professionalize the clergy, by measures
such as mandating the Roman collar and surplus and enforcing
tighter hierarchical discipline. Most important, Cullen led
an energetic campaign to force the laity to practice their
faith in a strictly orthodox manner.?® "Trained in rigidly
conservative seminaries, " notes Kerby Miller, "most Irish
priests reflected both their church’s concern for order,
authority, and spiritual conformity and their middle-class
parents’ compatible obsessions with social stability and
their children’s chastity." 1In an attempt to forge a
Victorian Irish Catholic culture the Church went to war
against the traditional wake, the belief in fairies,
sexually integrated education, "and all practices which
threatened either clerical or bourgeois hegemony. "?*°

Schuylkill County was a part of the diocese of
Philadelphia and under the direction of Archbishop James
Frederic Wood, from 1860 through the period of the Molly
Maguire trials. Wood was born in Philadelphia to English
parents and raised as a Unitarian. He was sent to grammar

school in England for several years, then settled in
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compromising a Catholic’s allegiance to the Church.*s
Consequently, Ribbonmen created formal benevolent
institutions which the Church would not condemn. Although
details on the founding of the AOH are few, it is known that
the society was formed in America and took its present name
in the 1850s. The Hibernians first called national
attention to themselves when an AOH contingent in New York
City was involved in a riot after a stage driver headed his
team of horses into their ranks during an Independence Day
parade in 1857. Despite the negative press given the
society at the time, the popularity of the AOH grew until it
virtually controlled New York’s important St. Patrick’s Day
parade by 1860.%

Accordiﬁg to the constitution of the AOH, adopted in
1871, the avowed purpose of the organization reads like a
disclaimer of any but the most altruistic activities. The

AOH’'s mission was "to promote Friendship, Unity, and True

Christian Charity among its members, by raising or

supporting a stock or fund of money for maintaining the
aged, sick, blind and infirm members, and for no other
purposes whatsoever."!” 1In New York parades, banners with
slogans such as "We relieve our sick and bury our dead" were
routinely carried by AOH divisions.*® But, despite the
formal disclaimer, the AOH’s concerns went beyond mere
intra-ethnic benevolence; the society was also very

concerned with liberating its Irish brethren from English
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Not all the Irish condoned alcohol abuse. The division
in the Irish community over the use of ‘alcohol was expressed
in the celebration of the most Irish of holidays, St.
Patrick’s Day. On that day all work stopped and the Irish
formed parades which gathered celebrants as they proceeded
from one mining patch to another before ending in one of the

larger towns. The Irish World’s report of parades in the

mining towns of Tamagua and Mahanoy City, in 1875, revealed
separate celebrations: one, held by the members of the
various parishes’ Total Abstinence Brotherhood Societies,
and the other held by the AOH. These separate celebrations
were possibly a manifestation of tensions within the Irish
community pitting a Church rapidly assuming the values of
middle—class’America on one hand, against a wilder, more
boisterous miner element represented by secular
organizations, namely the AOH, on the other.®?

The Catholic temperance movement was vigorous in the
1870s and fairly strong in the anthracite region, spurred in
large measure by Irish women worried by their husbands'’

drinking.®* The Irish World reported a parade held by the

Catholic Total Abstinence Societies of Schuylkill County, in
Mahanoy City, which began with mass, followed by an address
from a local pastor on "the evils of intemperance, citing
many facts sufficient to induce the most hardened to become
a full ‘total abstainer.’™" The report noted that the

"parade was by far the largest that ever took place in this
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Catholic teaching. ' The item concluded by quoting the work
of a contemporary theologian, who stated that "the nonsense
of St. Patrick’s belonging to Rome has been sufficiently
refuted."'?
The idea that the Irish were importing European

radicalism into the anthracite region was a persistent theme

in the pages of the Miners’ Journal. The paper clearly laid

blame for the recurrent labor strife of the 1870s at the
feet of the Irish. "Foreigners are welcome to come here and
improve their condition and the prospects of their
children," wrote an editor during the Long Strike of 1875,
"but they make a mistake when they bring with them their 01d
World traditions of the hostility of capital to labor."!?
Bannan was probably the first person to use the name
"Molly Maguire" in the anthracite region. In an editorial
published in the Miners’ Journal 1in October 1857, he
referred to a number of indictments for fraud handed down by
a Philadelphia grand jury to inspectors of the 1856
presidential election:
Every one of these inspectors were Irishmen,
belonging no doubt to the order of ‘Molly Maguires,’ a
secret Roman Catholic association which the Democracy
is using for political purposes. The Philadelphia
Transcript says this Association commenced in Boston
and now extends all over the country, controlling all
the nominations of the Democratic Party in our cities
and in some parts of the country.**
Without going so far as to imply that Bannan created

the Molly Maguire myth, it is significant that Bannan chose

to call those Irish indicted in Philadelphia by the name.
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1875. Alleging gross misuse of members’ dues, the miner
from Mahanoy City stated:

The officials . . . cannot say they gave the
price of one loaf of bread to feed the hungry, foolish
dupes, who are forced to be governed by the McGinnes’
and McCarthy’s, the ‘Macs and the O’'s,’ and the devil
knows what. One of the present officials arrived here
from the Ould Dart two or three years ago as poor as a
church mouse, and by some unknown, but well laid plans,
got hold of an office which I believe was through
his connection or sympathy with Molly Maguireism.

It was laughable at a meeting of this District last
Saturday to see a German delegate sneak out of the
hall, after giving his opinion toward an honorable
compromise, for fear the Irish would go for him. I am
weary of this one sided Irish humbug and have made up
my mind to peddle my own course for the future.?

The Catholic Irish and the Protestant Welsh shared the
same work space in  the mines and often lived on the same
streets in the mine patches and towns of Schuylkill County,
but there was much distrust between the two ethnic groups.
Many Welsh immigrants arrived in the Pennsylvania coal
fields with experience in mining from their homeland. 1In
the anthracite region the Welshman was more apt to be the
skilled miner with one or two Irish laborers working for him
at the coal face.?® Tensions along ethnic and occupational
status lines sometimes manifested themselves in open
violence. An item in the Miners’ Journal reported these
tensions in Mahanoy City along with a description of a gang
of Welshmen called the Modocs:

At the present time there exists here between two

classes or clans a feeling of hostility which does not

augur well for the future peace of the borough, and
which causes a rumor of meditated assassinations to be

credited. There exists here a band of men called
"Modocs, " who I am persuaded are organized for no good
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the WBA the ability to completely suspend anthracite
production. Thus the strike of 1870 resulted in a double
blow to the union-- a lowering of wages and the loss of
regional solidarity.

Wounded, but far from dead, the WBA of Schuylkill
County reluctantly went out on /strike again in January 1871.
This time Schuylkill workers struck to support their
northern compatriots, despite the fact that the northern
workers had failed to aid the Schuylkill men in the previous
year. The General Council reinstated the workers of the
Scranton after they appealed to the Council for help in
combatting a 30 percent wage reduction.?? Strike-weary
Schuylkill workers, not yet suffering from the terms of the
Gowen Compromise, protested the readmittance of the northern
mine workers, but still joined the strike.

At the same time Gowen organized meetings of all the
major anthracite carrying and producing companies in New
York City, forming the region’s first corporate combination.
The operator’s combination attempted to circumvent the WBA
leadership by making wage offers directly to union members.
Workers who accepted the combination’s terms were threatened
with violence by striking workers, although few violent
incidents occurred. Finally, both labor and management
accepted arbitration and the strike was settled in May
1871.%° This was fortunate for the WBA in that the union

was showing signs of cracking due to divisions between the
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Chapter Five
Schuylkill County’s Irish and the Long Strike of 1875

The Panic of 1873 marked the commencement of a national

economic depression which lasted six years. Although the

Miners’ Journal initially viewed the panic as a mere "rest
in industrial development," workers around the United States
faced long-term unemployment and reduction of wages in the
panic’s aftermath.! In the face of this mounting crisis

for the working class, trade unionism not only failed to
respond adequately but was almost destroyed. In virtually
every industry, unions disintegrated at a rapid pace. By
1877 trade union membership was merely a fraction of what it
had been before the depression.? This chapter will discuss
how, in Schuylkill County, the Long Strike of 1875 reflected
unionism’s national decline and how the collapse of the mine
worker’s union, the Workingmen’s Benevolent Association,
affected the county’s working-class Irish community.

In the anthracite region the conflict between workers
struggling to maintain their union and capital determined to
destroy unionism was so intense as to be properly called
class warfare. This class warfare was most manifest in the
conflict’s climax, the Long Strike, in which the WBA was

99
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President Gowen succeeded in obfuscating the monopoly issue
and in winning praise for the company’s practices.?

The second direction in the Reading’s plan to dominate
Schuylkill’s anthracite production was to control mine labor
by destroying the WBA. The need to crush the union
crystallized for Gowen when the Reading and other companies
were forced to rescind a wage reduction in January 1874.
Gowen’s plan to reduce wages had provoked both the northern
and southern sections of the region to strike together in
protest, and coal operators, desirous of maintaining a
steady supply of coal, were not in the position to enforce
the reduction.®

Gowen resolved to never again be stymied by the WBA,
and the Reading made preparations to outlast the mine
workers by overstocking its inventory throughout 1874.°
The Reading also strengthened the company’s private police
force, the Coal and Iron Police, to protect company property
during the strike and to provide safe passage to and from
the mines for the scabbing workers or "blacklegs" as they
were called in the region. But the surest sign that the
company was willing to leave no stone unturned in its quest
to gain unquestioned hegemony over Schuylkill’s laborers was
in Gowen'’s decision, made the previous autumn, to employ the
services of the Pinkerton National Detective Agency.

In October 1873, Allan Pinkerton, president of the

detective agency, travelled to Philadelphia to confer with
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Men were beaten and robbed by unknown parties, the

repairsmen on the railroad were stopped from their

work, train-hands were threatened, railroad-tracks
obstructed and barricaded, engines and cars thrown off
the track, cars unloaded, property stolen and
destroyed, houses burned; mobs riotously assembled,
took possession of engines and trains, displayed fire-
arms, and drove men from their work.?’

The strikers’ militancy expressed itself in the deepest
antipathy toward the Reading Railroad and Franklin Gowen.
The Reading president was never popular among Schuylkill’s
mine workers, but their estimation of him dropped even
further as they became aware of his tactics to crush the
WBA. Mine workers knew that they were being spied on by the
company and there was a general belief that the Reading was
capable of anything in order to discredit the strikers and
bring down the WBA. A union leader even asserted that the
Reading burned its own breaker at the Norwegian Colliery.?’
In an interview printed in the Daily Miners’ Journal, a WBA
member directly accused the Reading of manipulating public
opinion by destroying its own property and blaming the union
or the Molly Maguires:

There is a preconcerted design on the part of the

company to induce the commission of outrages, and

consequently the heads of the organization have their
hands full in their well-rewarded efforts to suppress
them. The company tries to acquire the public
sympathy and it can do it in no better way than by
1nduc1ng the popular belief that a relgn of terror
exists in this section of the State.

To the striking miné workers Gowen became a palpable

symbol of the avaricious and uncaring big corporation.

Although there was not-an-actual attempt made on his life












JdIANI]
























JdINI]



JdINI]









JdINI]






JdINI]









JdINI]









JdINI]



JdINI]



JdINI]









JdINI]






JdINI]






JdINI]






























152

Irish sentiment was so pervasive, and where the Irish were
hanged in such numbers. The struggle between labor and
capital in Schuylkill County and the spectacular Molly
Maguire trials and executions were far from mundane. But
lost in the excitement of the Molly episode is the story of
the daily struggles of the Irish mine worker and his family:
their efforts to survive the rigors of the industry, to
raise families free of want, and to build a community around
their kinsfolk and their church.

The nineteenth-century Irish community of Schuylkill
County has long been inextricably linked to the Molly
Maguire myth. Yet it is an unfortunate and incorrect
association, for to describe the Irish immigrant mine worker
and his family in terms of Molly Maguireism negates the

complexity of their experience in the anthracite region.
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