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Purpose

• To provide information on what I’m doing

• To hear what others are doing

• To get feedback/integration of ideas
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Problems 
• Unprepared advisees

– Students come unprepared (have not looked at DegreeAudit 
or any other advising tools); have not planed for next semester

• Unresolved prior issues

– Issues from previous sessions are often unresolved prior to 
advising session

• Poor use of Advising session time

– Spending time on basic degree requirements can be 
time-consuming and takes away from more holistic advising
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Try it out, if you like, by going to: https://tinyurl.com/DLA-PreAdvisingBA  

[Here’s the full, editable form: https://tinyurl.com/AdvisingFormtoShare]

Letter (email) to Advisees
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Make an appointment
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Link to Advising Calendar
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Gathering Info from Google Forms 
using Google Sheets
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Creating notes for the student – 
Preparing Output
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Using Mail 
Merge 
or other tool 
to create an 
advising 
sheet…
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Share with the student (optional)

• Upload to Google Drive 
so you and advisee
can view simultaneously

• Send via email so student 
can review prior to the 
session
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Initial Feedback
• Forty-seven (47) advisees from SP2019 advising (during FA2018) were 

surveyed. Thirteen (13) responded.

• The form included 4 simple Likert-type questions related to satisfaction.

• None of the 13 respondents answers negatively (Disagree or Strongly 
Disagree) to any of the 4 satisfaction questions. The majority(at least 
84%) answered Strongly Agree or Agree to all 4 of them.

 

The form helped me 
understand my 

academic progress.
The form was 
easy to use.

The questions 
were clear.

I found the form 
to be helpful.

Strongly Agree (SA) 10 7 8 8
Agree (A) 2 6 3 4
Neutral (N) 1 0 2 1
Disagree (D) 0 0 0 0
Strongly Disagree (SD) 0 0 0 0
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Benefits
• Good Preparation: Students showed up better prepared 

– All had reviewed their DegreeAudit or knew what they had and 
what they needed. 

• Good Response Rate:

– Of approx. 50 emails sent for SP2019 advising, 39 students 
responded between 10/9/2018 and 12/19/2018. The rest 
responded during the Winter session.

• Good Planning:

– Better able to plan ahead for advising session

– Better prepared to answer questions (e.g., did they have forms 
ready?)

– Could meet by phone/Skype if needed
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Take-aways

• Advisee Knowledge and Preparation (+)

• Advisor Preparation (+)

• Potential Shared Information (+)

• High level of user satisfaction (+)

• Potentially more time (prep) intensive for advisor (-)

• May discourage some advisees (-)

• Overall, positive feedback, good preparation, good 
use of time
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Questions? Comments?

Please feel free to email me dalonso@umbc.edu or leave a question or 
comment at https://tinyurl.com/DLAUMBCAdvisingComm  
(also accessible via the QR Code, upper right).  
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